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Th E nab of publiſhing the following treatifh 
is, breqn/e ine epi bave deſired ſatisfaBion from 
ac, er the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt” is : Bur 
1 could not make a full deſcription of it in Horx, 
therefore it came in my mind te exlarge worn it in a. 
foul bes, herein IE 
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ited but by few, and 
get ſometimes it fleals into the bearts of them that 
„ e 
of bis mercy beep us all, both from that fin, and alf 
| from the reign and dominion of ny to; ied 
that He may do, is the prayer of, | 
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1 John v. part of ver. 16. There is « fin unto death. 


n {8 HIS fin which John calls here, The fin wits 
Jos death, 1s the unpardonable fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, deſcribed by our bleſſed Saviour, Mat. 


xii. 32. That whoſoever commits it hath no for- 
Bur WY givoneſs, neither in this world, nor in the world 
to come. For, All manner. of 1 42 blaſphemy 


Holy Gvoft, ſhall nq be forgiven unto men 
that ſpeaketh a I againſt the Son, it ſpall de 
forgiven him ; but whoſoever ſpeaks againſt the Holy 
Ghof, Hall never be forgiven, neither in this war'd, 


Ghoſt is that Gin which St. John calls here, The ſin 


and ral and eternal, for the wa = fig, even, all We is 
death, Rom. vi. 23. But this fin agaiaſt the Holy 


a man over to eternal death without any poſſibility 


one degree of ſin to another, they heiguien and g 


lin, for which there is no forgiveneſs, 
live without fin, for all are ſigners : : but yet there 


are ſmall, others ate 5 great and heinous. 
2 — 


Of the unpardorable-in axaint . 
Holy Ghoſt; or, the Sin unto Death. 


Hall be forgiven unto men, but the blaſpbemy of ibe 
And be 


gravate their fins more and more, until they are 
brought to that height at laſt, as to commit that 


are degrees of ſin: ſome fins in their own nature 


nor in the world to com. This fin againſt the Hoy | 


unto death. Not becauſe that fin deſerves eath 
alone, for ſo does all fin deſerve death, both rempo- | 


Choſt is called, The fin unto death, becauſe, it vinds 


of recovery. Now ſome there are that go on trom 


There is ho mere man fince the fall, nos . f 


| 
| 


| point of doctrine 


| ' mankind, there is only one fin that is a sin unto death; 
a2 whoſoever committeth that, be hath no forgiveneſs 
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Many fins there are that are great, yet pardonable 
and one ſin there i ug pardonable; and whoſoevet 
commits that one fin ſhajl have no furgiveneſs, but 
muſt for eber bear the weight and puniſhment both 
of that and of all his other fins. There is ſuch a 
fin as St. John ſpeaks of here in my text, that is, 
@ Sin unto death. And now I come to the Explica- 
tion of the word, from whetice I ſhall raiſe this 


Doct That among:t other ins committed by fallen 


neither in this world, nor in the world to come. 


Now for my further proceeding on this ſubjeR 


I ſhall lay open to you, 
Firſt, What the Sin unte death is. 
Secondly, That all other fins, how great and 
heinous ſoever, may be forgiven. * 
Thbirdly, That this fin alone ſhall never be for. 
wen, | | 
5 Fourthly, The reaſon why this fin alone is un“ 
pardpnable. And then, 9 
Laſtly, I ſhall conclude all with a few words of 


application. 


I ſhall begin firſt with. the deſcription of this 


unpardonable fin: where I ſhall endeavour 10 
make as plain a deſcription of it as I poflibly can 
and in doing of it I ſhall, 1. Shew you negatively, 


what is not this fin. 2. 1 ſhall ſhew you pofitively 


what it is, | | 


I. 1 ſhalt meu you, negetively, what is not this 
fin unto death; or in what degree a man may fin, 
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* the Holy Ghoſt. hs | 

* 1. It is not every quenching of che motions of 
* the Spirit that is this fin. It is true, when the 
1 1 Holy Ghoſt comes with a ſtiſi voice, and knocks at 
Do the door of ſinners for entrance, he often comes. 
his and firives with them, and ſecretly wooes and be- 


ſeeches them to leave their fins and be converted; 
1a Wl *y quench and ſtifle all his morions. and bear up 
m: cheir hearts againſt him, and will not be obe lient 
— to his heavenly calls; now ſuch fin grievouſly a- 


gain the Holy Ghoſt: but yet this alone is not 
the unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt : for 


jeck many that have Rood it out a long time, and have 
often quenched and grieved the Holy Spirit, yet at 


verhon. 


fin agamft the Holy Ghoſt. A man may bean 
idolator, a whoremonger, a fornicator, a murderer, 


hand! nay, he may live in all manner of fil- 
thineſs and lewdneſs, and yet not be under the 


Ghoſt. Thus we read, 2 Chron. xxxiii. that Ma- 
naſſeh ſinned with a very high hand; he was an 
Idolator, an inchanier, and worked witchcraft and 


had ſeven devils caſt out of her, Luke viii. 2. and 
yet both were pardoned. ; 


light and knowledge, _ yet not commit this 


laſt they have been wrought upon unto fincere con- 


2. A man may commit many heinous and ery- 
ing fins, and yet net be guilty of the un pardonable 


guilt of the unpardonable fin againſt the Holy 


dealt with familiar ſpirits, and wrought much evil 
in the ſight of the Lord. And Mary Magdalen 


— 


and yet not commit that unpardonable fin againſt 


and work witchcraft, and ſin with a very high. 


. A man may fin reſamptuouſly againſt 1 
i F this kin 


| Knew Chrift to be his Lord and Saviour. He was 


5 merciful eye, and he repented, and was forgiven. 


% 


it be the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. But you are to 


my committed within the compaſs of a man's life 


— 


the Holy Ghoſt, though ſome be of opinion that 


ment of a man's death; and then you all knows 
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* FIN 
unto death For Peter, when he denied Chriſt, 
he did it againſt great knowledge of Chriſt ;. be 


-” 


one of Chriſt's beloved diſciples, and for all that 
how ſtrongly he denied Chriſt, and with an oath 
and yet for all that Chriſt looked upon him with a 


4. It is not every malicious fin that is the un- 
ardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; for St. 
aul certainly had great malice in his heart, when 

he went on ſo furiouſly to perſecute the church of 
God, and yet be was converted, and became a 
preacher of the goſpel of Chriſt, which before he 
perſecuted. | | : 
5th, and laftly, It is not wilful unbelief, nor final 
impenitence, that is the unpardonable fin againſt 


it is, becauſe that fin is unpardonable, and Chriſt 
himſelf hath ſaid, Mat. xix. 31. That all manner of 
fin and blaspbemy ſhall be forgiven unto mar, except 


take the words of our Saviour in their true ſenſe 
and meaning ; it is all manner of fin and blaſphe- 


that ſhall be forgiven, except the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt; for the fin of final impenitence, and 
final vnbelief, is not completed until the very mo- 


that there is no repentance, and conſequently no 
pardon after death; for Chriſt ſaith, He that fing 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, bath no forgiveneſs, neither in 
this world nor in the world to come. Now, why 
ſhould Chriſt ſay, in this world, if there be no ſpace 
to be forgiven in this world ? But a man may com- 
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5 E 1 
mit the unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
even many years before bis death. Beſides, there 
are many thouſands that die in impenitence and 
unbelief, and are damned, and yet never commit- 
ted the unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 

Thus have | ſhewed you negatively, what is not 
his unpardonable ſin; none of thoſe ſins in par- 
ticular is that ſin. ; SG e 

II. I come now to ſhew you poſitively, what this 
fin unto death is, and wherein this unpardonable 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt doth confilt. Now 
there are ſeveral opinions in the world about it, 
only | wilt endeavour through God's help to lead 
you to the plain ſight of it, by the light of the 
holy ſcripture. A 

Now, in the firſt place, you muſt know, that 
there are two ſorts of people that cannot commit 
this unpardonable fin: 4 big" 

i; T he true believers cannot commit it, — b 
it is a fin againſt great light and knowledge. In- 
deed, the greateſt part of the world ſhall be damn- 
ed; yet amongſt the greateſt part there are but 
ſew of them that can commit that unpardonable 
fn againſt the Holy Ghoſt. e 

Some have both lights and grace; theſe ſnall 
not commit the unpardonable fin. Again, ſome” 
have neither light.gor grace; thoſe cannot com- 
mit the unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
Now there muſt be two ingredients to make « 
this unpardonable fin ; that is light in the > 
nd malice in the heart: without theſe two, the 
fig againſt the Holy Ghoſt cannot be committed: 
for to tin againit great ligbt aad knowledge, is ns 

hat fin alone, — yet to fig ignorantly, vithout 
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walice js that fin, but they muſt join both toge ; 


end diſciples too; he was taught of Chriſt, and 


done, he went out and wept bit:erly. wer. 75. 


high. prieſt, de * him letters to Damaſcus, 
to the fynagogues, i 

whether men or women, he ſhould bring them 
bound to Jerulalem. Now here was great rage 


| God; but doing it ignorantly, he at laſt heard a 


. 
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ther, to make up this unpardonabie ſin. This we 
ſee plainly by the example of dt. Peter and St. 


paul: Peter he denied Chriſt, and forſwore him- N 
ſelf too and that grievouſly, againſt light and F 
knowiedge ; for he knew Chriſt to be the only be- 27 


gotten Son of God, and he knew God in him; he 
was one of Chriſt's diſciples, and one of his beloy- 


had experimental knowledge of his love and fa- 
your, and yet he wickedly, with an oath, denied 
him. Now if Peter had done this out of malice 
and ſpite, then he had committed that fin uno death, 
for which there is no forgiveneſs; but Peter had 
no malice in his heart ali the while, even at that 
time when he denied Chriſt, as you may ſee. Mar. 
Avi. 34, 35- when Chriit told him, Before the 
cock crow thou ſhalt deny me thrice : he anſwered, 
If 1 ſhould die with thee, I will not deny thee, and 
then denying him through infirmiry and weakneſs 
of the fleſh, when he had conſidered what he had 


And Paul, he had a'great malice and ſpite againſt 
the ways and people of God, as you may ſee, 47s 
ix. 1 Paul breathed out threatmngs and laughter 

inſt the ** of the Lord, went unto the 


at if he found any in his way, 


and malice in Saul, againſt the ways and people of 


yoice, ſaying," Saul, Saul, why perſacuteft thou me ? 
And ſeeing a light from heaven, and hearing it 


2 7 
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3 
was Jeſus that he perſecuted, he was pricked t 
the heart, and trembling and AAlonihhed. ſaid; 


& we | 
| St, WM Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? Now by theſe Þ} 
im- :o places of ſcripture, you may plainly ſee that 
and Peter ſinned againſt great light, and Pau out f 
be. great malice, yet none of them committed the un- 
- he pardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. - But when- - ] 
loy-Wocver light and malice meet together in one man, 
and chen there is the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Now |} 
| fa. 28 — other fins, ſo is this fin againſt the "Holy - } 
nied C hoſt: ow. oe: | 
lice 1. In thought; that is, when a wicked man, 
ath, againſt his clear light and knowledge, doth but 
had MW conceive a malicious thought or purpoſe towards 
char Wl perſecuting the goſpe! of Chrift, or of the ſaints | 
ſar, of Chriſt, to hinder the work of the Holy Ghoſt 
the in them. | ET 2 | 
ed, This fin, as is to he thought, was the fin of the |] 
ang leſt angels, for which cauſe they were loſt without 
els ell bopes of pardon, Now ſome diſpute whether 
had the fin was the fin of the thought: but I ſay in all 
75. likelihood it was: for the angels being only ſpi- 
inf Writs, without bodies, and fo having no aſe of bodi- + 
147, ly tongues, it could not be committed in word, 
ner nor yet could they commit it in action, becauſe 
the they were caſt out of heaven, before they could ' 
-us, bring it into practice; therefore it muſt be a fin « 
iy, of the thought. Ph 75 
* Now the ſin was this: Their habitation bein 

in the higheſt heavens, and under God himſe 


they had exceeding great light and knowledge? 
they had more knowledge than all the men in the 
world ever had; and were happy above all other © 
creatures: but when not being contented with this 
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| theſe Scribes have ſpoken blaſphemy againſt the 


© >» r 
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1 r 
eſtate, they thought to be as high as God himſelf, 
therefore they maliciouſly ſought to make wa 

_ againit the Son of God, and put him out of hi 


/ 


rone; for which cauſe they were immediate 


thruſt out of heaven, never more to ſee the face off 


' Mercy; and thus from the beginning they have | 


| been counted malicious and revengeful, as raging 
beaſts, and as roaring lions ; thus their fin being 
of the ſame nature with the ſin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, they were excluded all hopes of pardon. - | 
But that the ſin of our firſt parents was not the un- 
pardonable fin againſt the Holy © hoſt is clear; 
For though they ſinned agaiuſt great light, yet they 
obeyed, and complied with the will of God, even 
when the tempter came, until at laſt they were en- 
ticed and overcome; but they did not fall malicis 
ouſty, and ſo we e not excluded all poſſibility of 
' Mercy. os as 
2. This ſin may be committed in word too; 
that is, when a man ſpeaks blaſphemouſly and ma- 
licivuſly of Chriſt, and his holy ways. This was 
the fin of the Scribes and Phariſees, Mark iii. 224 
There were certain Scribes came and ſaid, Ibis fallou 
hath Belzebub, and caſteth aut dewils by the prince 
of dewils. "VTheretore faith Chriſt unto them, ver. 
28, 29, Yerily 1 /ay unto you, all fas foal! br forgiven 
to the jons of men, and blaſpbemies, wherewith ſotver 
they Gall biaſpheme : but whoſoever ſhall blaſpbeme 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt hath never forgiveneſs, but 
i, is danger of eternal damnation. . | 
Nou the reaſon of this ſpeech of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour is ſnewed in ver. 30. becauſe they ſaid; He 
hath an unclean ſpirit ; which plainly ſhews that 


74 
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Holy Ghoſt: theſe Scribes t learned men, 

as they could know no other but that Chriſt was 

he Son of God, and they knew that he caſt but 

devils by the Spirit of God, and yet they out of 

ſpite to, Chriſt, maliciouſly and blaſphemouſly ſaid, 

bat he caft out devils by Belzebub the cbief of de- 

vils. Thus the Scribes — ers the unpardon- 

able ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and that in word, 


ia 3. This fin may be committed in action too ; 
Hol? hat is, when a man being once thoroughly en- 

*p , ighiened, having entered upon a holy courſe' of 4 
- un Wife, and taſted the comfort of God's Spirit, and 
lear ¶NDme foretaſte of the joys of heaven, and not only 


zakes profeſſion of the goſpel, but teacher it to 


— others; does at laſt take & diffike of theſe holy 
- en M&ourſes, and, through ſpite and malice, utterly for. 
lici-Wakes, oppoſes, and perſecutes thoſe good ways of 


od, which he before profeſſed and _ But 
o ſum up this point, this unpardonable fin againſt 
he Holy Ghoff is fully deſcribed by the apoſtle to 
he Hebrews, chap. x 26, 27, 29. For if we fin 
vilfally after we have received the knowledge of 


4 he truth, there remaineth no *  acrifice for 
een. but x fearful looking for of judgment, and 


ery indignation, which ſhall devour the adver- 
aries. Of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be 
hought worthy, who had trodden under. foot tie 
Son of God, and counted the blood of the cove- 
ant, wherewith he was ſanQiked, an unholy thing, 
1d hath done deſpite to the Spirit of Grace? \ 
ikewiſe, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. For it is impoſlible © 
or thoſe who were made partakers of the 884 | 


hoſt, and have taſted the gbod word of G 
id the powers of the world to come, if theyfall 
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| - away, ta renew them again to repentance, feeing 
| they crucify to themſelves afreſh the Son of God, 
and put him to open ſhame. Mi 
1 mall a little explain theſe words, and then 

on We 


Yroceed ;_ | 

t. This fin unto death is an oppoſing fin. Now 
to oppoſe + thing, is ta contradict it, or gainſay 

it; when a man ſays a thing is ſo, and ſo, he de- 

nies it, and it is not ſo; when a man ſays a thing 
muſt be done, he ſays again it muſt not, nor fhall 

not be done; ſuch an oppoſition is in the heart of 
bim that 2 he apes fin ; but 2 
| man may be an oppoſing man, and yet may not 

commit this ſin: Therefore, | LC" "I 

2. It is the truth he muſt oppoſe; that is, Ire 

muſt utterly oppoſe and reje& Chriſt, who ſaid, I 
| the truth, John xiv. 9 He oppoſeth all his 
reatnings, and will not believe his promiſes, 
and counts the blood of the covenant to be an 
unholy thing : nay, be alſo oppoſeth the Spirit of 
Chriſt, who is the Spirit of Truth ; ſo that he 
| will not obey his motions, and will not be led nor 
| © guided by him. But a man may oppoſe the truth, 
| and do it 1gnorantly : therefore, | F 
| 3- It mmſt be the known truth that he oppoſethz 
he muſt be onceenlightened : but you muſt know 
| that it is not only a rational knowledge, and hu- 
man learning. He may know much of God, and 

| of his will, in the letter of the word, and yet not 
de capable of committing this unpardonable fin 2 
but he muſt be ſo far enlightened as to ſee the evil 
that is in fin, and, the excellency of Chrift.: he 
muſt taſte of the heavenly gift, and be made par- 
| taker of the Holy Ghoſt; and taſte of the good 
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l word of God, and the powers of the world 

WA dme; and by the blood of the covenant, which » 
28 he counts as an unholy thing, he is in part fanc- 


tifed and cleanſed from many fins, he muſt have 
fxeet communion with God in his word and ſacra- 
ment ; he muſt have ſome taſte of the. love and fa- 
jour of God, and comforts of his Spirit, and be 
refreſhed by it, and taſte of the joys of beaven, and 
ave ſome foretaſie of the happineſs of the world 
o come. | * 


' This is that light and Enowledge that bays 2 man 


veakneſs of the fleſh, or through ſome violent, 


refore, 
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> he muſt wilfully fall away, after he hach received _ 

$7 e knowledge of the truth: other ſins are commit-- 
ea through infirmity, but this fin is wilful, the w- 
F, the chicf actor in it; and to complete agd make. 
84 p this unpardonable ſin, there is, TE 
. Malice in the heart; without this, this fin 
* 5 r 2 { \ 
> Fannot be committed; it muſt be a, malicious op- 
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being once enlightened; and having taſted of the 
heavenly gift, and the good word of God, and hath 


n 
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SO Been made partaker of che Holy Ghoſt, and hack 
ra ſome ſweet reliſh and foretaſte of heaven, he 
1 J Wonmes to take a diſlike, and to hate the holy ways 


pf God, and maliciouſly oppoſe and perſecute them, 


2 
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5 open to the committing of that unparilonable fin-: 
"Fo but yet a man may fin againſt all his light and ex- 
185 Pferimental knowledge, and yet do it t gb the 


mpraions, as Peter did whea he denjod Gs 


4. He muſt oppoſe the known truth wilfully ; x 


poſing of the known truth; that is, when a man. I 


1 


[ 
| 
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5 Ä 
# r of God, and putting him 
| open ame. 


Now & man having gone thus far, he comes in 
the laſt place to be an apoſtate ; for thus to oppoſe 
wilfully and malieiouſly the known truth, the 
Joined with final and total apoftacy ; for he that is 
ſo far enlightened as to ſee the evil of fin, and the 
excellency of Chriſt and holineſs, and hath been 
made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, of his graces 
and comforts, and taſted of God's love and favour 
in Jeſps Chriſt and has ſome foretaſte of the joys 
of the world to come; for ſuch aa one wilfully, 


4 
: 5 ſpitefully and malicioufly to fall away, he fo falls 
. never to riſe more. It is true, the children of God 
5 fall, and that often, and riſe again: but then they 
Fay fall through weakneſs or infirmity, and not wilful 
” | ly and maliciouſly; but theſe wicked wretches 
18 all wilfully and maliciouſly, and ſo fall finally. 
' 1 Againſt ſuch the door of mercy is ever ſhut; con- 
ha 1 | cerning ſuch St, Peter faith, 7; had been better for, 


+ then not to have known the way of righteouſneſs, than 
After they had known it to turn from the boly com- 
maden delivered to them : But it happened to thenk 
according to the true proverb, the dog is returned to bis | 
"I | own vomit again, and the ſuw that was waſped, to 
Her wallewing in the mire, 2 Pet. ii. 21, 22. There 
. vi is ſuch a dreadful place in ſcripture againſt theſe 
>; Kind of apoſtates, that is, Heb. x. 26. For if we. 
1 n wilfully, after aue have received the knowledge 


* N tbe N e remaineth no facrifice for Jin, but 
2 fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation. 
5 Thur bave | — you five eps, as ſo many links 
in a chain; all which make up the uupardonable : 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, It is a wilful and 
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im to I ticious oppoſing of the known truth, jpined with 
WH final apoſtacy. Thus have I ſhewn * 1 


nes in I can, what this fin unto death is. | 


polo Bl Secondiy, The next thing to be conſidered is, that 
ways gn other fins or blaſphemies, whatſoever, may be 
hat is forgiven ; be our fins never fo great and many, 
M7 though we be the vileſt wretches that RR yet. 
| 


here are hopes of pardon upon repentance. Ma- 


"1 
\ % 


races naſſeh was the vileſt wretch that we ever read of, 

av our er he repented and was pardoned; Alſo 4 
> Joys agdalen was the chief of ſinners, for out of her 
fully, ame ſeven devils, yet, becauſe ſhe loved much, 

> falls nach was forgiven her. A man may be a whore» 
God monger; an adulterer, and work witchcraft, and 

2 they deaf with familiar ſpirits, and yet at laſt bes ay | 
11fule. pent and be ſaved ; and yet I have heard ta we * 
:1ches Nome that are fo fooliſh as to take the fin of fornica : 
nally. ion a fin unpardonable, from God's own, words 


con- 


im a jealous God, viſiting the fins 6 the fathers, unte 
be third and fourth gexeration: From whence the 
ay, that ci:i:dren that are baſe born ate not fav 
Into the third aad fourth generation ; but this is a 
noſt erroneous interpretation of God's word; it ay 
ofe that hate him, and continue hating of him, 


is own mouth tells the Scribes and Pharzſees, Mar. 


tothe kingdom of heaven before 22 ;. for there 
no fin but is pardonable, except the fi againſt the 
oly Ghoſt. | & a 
p W 5 | [ B 2 | ; ! 


n the ſecor.d commandment. 41.1he / ord thy God 


hat he will viſit their iniquities upon: For ſorni- 
ators. and atiulterers the.uſelves may repent ad 
e ſaved, much more the children who Know no- 
ing, nor could help nothing: For Chriſt with 


xi. 31. that the Publicans and Harlots ſhall enter 


OS 
4... 


* 
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- Nirdly, This fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; is 
Glane the fin unto death; that is, fin unpardonable, 
hever to be forgiven, neither in this world, nor in 
. the world to come: Not becauſe the merjts of 
© Chriſt is not ſufficient to pardon it, for this ſin, ay 
| © well as other fins, are but finite, whereas the merits 
ks Ä Tn = 
Object. What is the reaſon then, that this fin can- 
not be forgiven ? | | „ 
Anſ. This N brings me to the fourth 
thing conſiderable ; do but mind me a little, and 
I will as plain and as clear as I can, tell you what 
the reaſon is. | IS 
This fin is called - the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
= not becauſe it is a ſin againſt the perſon of the Hgly 
& Ghoſt, for ſo is all fin againſt his perſon; but it u 
=] . called the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe it 
againſt the office and work of the Holy Ghoſt. 
ow every one of th three perſons have their par- 
ticular work: The work of the Father is to cre-' 
ate; the work of the Son is to redeem loft finuers; 
and the work of the Holy Ghoſt is to enlighten; 
' convince, ſanctify, and convert them., Now a 
man committing this unpardonable fin agaioft the 
Holy Ghoſt, rejects all this work of the Spirit. 
Now, fot a man to be ſo thoroughly enlightened by 
| the Holy Ghoſt, that he comes to know the evil 
of fin; and his loft and undone condition without 
Chriſt, and that none hut the merits of Chriſt can 

_ fave him: and notwithſtanding wilfully and mali- 
ciouſly to oppoſe him, arid the work of his Spirit; 
| and to refuſe to be beholden to him for ſalvation; 
now for ſuch a one, I ſay; to be forgiven, is uttetly 


impoſſible. | 


r 


—— 


E mY 
Object. But why is it impoſſible * Nothing is ig. 
„!. 
Anſ. Nothing is impoſſible with Cod that does 
not imply a contradiction * but that God will for- 
ive the fin commirted againſt the Holy Ghoſt, im- 
plies a contradiftion : For how can he have E 
given him that utterly rejects it? As for in- 
ſtance: e e 
A man through ignorance may d ny Chriſt, and 
maliciouſly fali from the, rofcilion of the truth 
into all kind of witkodues, as dic St. Paul, and 
the Jews that crucified Chriſt: and yet not falling 
againſt light and knowledge, there is room for the 
Holy Ghoſt to work upon him, to enlighten him, 
and to convince him of his folly, and ſo make a way 
for converſion, But for a man, when he is once 
enlightened by the Holy Ghoſt, and hath had ſome 
taſte of God's love and favour, and ſome foretaſte 
of the joys of heaven, and then at laſt utterly op. 
poſing this illuminating work of the Spirit, wil- 
fully and maliciouſly to fall away, and fo to reje& 
the Spirit's renewing work; alas! then the Holy 
Ghott is done, he has nothing more that he can 
work in him; for this wretched creature has utterly 
rejected him, his enlightening work, his convincing 
wc:k, his ſanQifying work; he has utterly rejected 
Chriſt's pardon, heaven, and all. Now this poor 
wretch is paſt all hopes of mercy, all hopes of par- 
don; nay for ſuch a one we are forbidden to pray; 
az you ſec in the verſe whereof my text is a part. 
Now Chriſt prayed for them that maliciouſly cry- 
cified him, Luke xxxii. 24. ſaying, Father, far- 
give them, for they know not what they do. Alas 1 
they knew bor HEY were adoing ; for had 
| | 3 | 3 3 


\ 


* 
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they known it, they would not have crucified. the 
Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8. But if they had 
known and yet crucified him, Chriſt would not have 
ſpent his breath to pray for them; for it would have 
been utterly in vain-: for when a man has com- 
mitted this unpardenable fin, neither the praying 
in heaven nor eaath can do him any good; for, as 

the text ſaith, There it a fin unto death. 

I ſhall conclude with a few words of application; 
and I will be as ſhort as poſſible, left this diſcourſe 
mould be too large for ſo ſmall a book; Here is, 
44 Firſt, A word of comfort. | 
4, Secondly, A word of counſel. | | 
Fi, A word of comfort. It may be, with 
hearing and _—_—_ of this terrible diſcourſe, yout 
hearts begin to ach for fear that you have com- 
mitted this unpardonable fig : but, 1 think I have 
ſafficiently proved to you what it is; and J tell 
| you again, that there are but few that can commit 
it; nay, there. are millions that are tormented in 
bell, yet never committed this fin , nay farther, 
an ignorant Proteſtant may, through weakneſs, and 
out of a laviſh fear, turn papiſt, and renounce his 
bo | rcfeflion, and yet not commit this unpardonable 
min againſt the Holy Ghoſt; for, doing it out of 
ignorance and infirmity, there may be matter left 
5 or the Holy Ghoſt to work upon, whereby he yet 
may be converted and ſaved. Conſider this alſo, 

' if you are afraid that you have committed it, and 
wiſh that you had not committed it, if it were to 
| do again, then that is a true fign that you have not 
committed it. _ 
| Secondy, I muſt conclude all with a word of 
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Cr The Saint's Duty and Exerciſe ; or, 


to write upon, than to ſtir people to the duty 
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have been amongſt ſuch as ſeem to be the beſt of 
people, that are full and righteous in their dealings 


neglect prayer in their families. Some of them 
they go to bed. But as for thoſe that make con. 


; | ſhame enough, that this duty of prayer his been 


ä 


an earneſt Invitation to the Throne f. 
of Grace. N 
| The Finer Part. 
Theſſ. v. 17. Pray evithout ceaſing. | 
T the glory of God, and the good of fouk, 
there is no ſubject more neceſſary for me 


of prayer, both in their families, and in ſecret. I 
find it a duty moſt ſadly neglected, not only among 
the prophane ſort of people; indeed, they ſeldom or 
never pray in their families, therefore it is to be 
feared much leſs do they pray in ſecret. But l 


towards Others, that delight to hear the beſt preach- 
ers, and join with the beſt aſſemblies, and are very 
kind and courteous towards others, and yet they 


I know do pray in their families on evenings before 


ſcience of performing the duty of prayer in their 
families, both morning and evening, they are fo 
few, that there are but here and there one to be 
found of them : This is a caſe very much bewailed 
and lamented ; nay, in this one duty, 1 have juſt 
cauſe to condemn myſelf ; for I may write, with 


too much neglected by me as well as by others: 
| ; "2 


(nn) 


wardneſs to this duty, ſo much ſlothfulneſe, dead - 
neſs, and dulneſs of ſpirit ;; and ſometimes one 
uſt, or one vanity or other ſteals into my heart, 


of prayer — ck This makes me the more to pity 
ethers, look _ others to be in the ſame con- 
dition with myſelf But, -confider, friends, this 


either to keep us from prayer, or elſe to diſturb us 
in prayer. So it was with the children of God, 
Job i. The ſons of God came there and preſented 


anſwer, it was to pray and make ſupplication unto 
the Lord. Then it is ſaid that Satan came 
them : But what did he come among them for ? 


their duty, or elſe diſturb them in their duty; by 
filling them either with wandering or 
thoughts, thereby to cauſe them to loſe the benefit 
of the duty. Alas ! friends, faithful prayer is that 
which the devil cannot endure ; for there is no 
yeapon more powerful for the weakening Satan's 
kingdom, and ſetting. up the kingdom of Ch 
in the ſouls of finners than prayer is. 

The devil is content that we ſhould read, and 
come to church, and hear ſermons, without much 
diſturbance, becauſe he thinks he may eaſily kee 
us from profiting by the word.; but he labotes 


tion, becauſe he knows that 
bis kingdom. But; W 5 1 


| 


—— F 


"=P to this day, 1 find much averſcneſs and tack 


which makes me think myſelf to be unfit for this 
duty of prayer, and I find it ſometimes very hard 
to paſz over all the difficalties, and perform the duty 


is the work of the devil, who does what he can 


themſelves unto the Lord. But what todo? I 


vers, © was, if he could, to keep them from | 


all his might, tokeep us from 1 and ele 
e duties weaken + 


* 
7 
. 1 
= Js 


— 
— 
— —— _ 
— — — — 
—_ —„— 


— — 


— By 
= 
* 


n 
— 


— 


. 


5 


| + Bgrieved and vexed the ſoul of righteous Lot, it 
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| Yield ourſelves up to Satan's temptations, but reſiſt 


pate for: Friends, let me deſire you to confider 


— 


„ e 


a 


him, and flir up ourſelves to take hold on God, 
and call' upon his name by conſtant and fervent 
prayer. 3 7 60 | 


| Certainly, if the wickedneſs of the Scdomite 


would grieve him much more if he were now a- 
mongſt us in this degenerate age, and faw how 
wickedneſs abounds in this world: How God is by 
one judgment or another frowning upon us for our 
ungodly doings ; how that the end of all things is 
near at hand, and yet how many prayerleſs perſons 
and families there are amongſt us; how many mul, 
titudes of people can riſe in the morning, and 
(ef pn their concerns in the world, and then to 

@ again at night, and never regard to pray in 
their families, but live as if they had not a God to 
ſeek ; as if they had not an everlaſting ſtate to pre- 


_ biting. = | 'J 
ie, Conſider that your negle& of prayer is a 
ſign that you, are none of God's chiddeen, bat you 
are yet in your unregenerated and unconverted ſtate 
and condition ; and it were. better that you had 
never been born, than that you ſhould die in ſuch - 
a condition. O conſider that your breath is in the 
hands of God, and he · may ſtop it whenſoever he 
pleaſeth; you cannot aſſute yourſelves of an hour 
to hve: and is it not then a dangerous thing to 
live in the negle& of prayer? O friends How 
dare you go forth in the morning without prayer, 
leſt death ſhould meet you before night, and caſt 
you into hell ; or how dare you at night lie down 
ip your beds, before you have been at the throng 


f 


| tas 

„ | 
of grace, and pleaded there with the Lord by prayer, 
for grace, — and merey, left you ſhould awake 
before morning in the flames of bell! O do but 
onſider now and then upon this, how exceedingly 
Jangerous it is to live in the negleR of prayer. But 
f you have the ſpirit of prayer, if you give pourſelf 
p to conſtant fervent prayer, this is a ſign of your 
jew birth, and whenſoever death comes, you are 


by ee. You know that a child as ſoon as it is bern, 
* ries; ſoa ſinner, as ſoon as he is born again, fallss 


crying unto God, as it was faid of Paul, as foon 
s he was born again, Beboſi be prayetb, Acts ix. 
1. It is the ſpirit of adoption that maketh uus 


and Mfry, Abba, Father. | 
72 WY Secondly, Conſider for what end thy God requires 
* rayer, and let that encourage you to the duty. 


od does not require prayer that he may teceave- 
rom us, for he is infinitely and perfectly happy 
vithout us, and therefore needs not our 3 
nces: But God being willing to beſtow thoſe good 


is a ings we need, and to communicate that grace and 
* ercy, without which we are miſerable for erer, 
e 


herefore it pleaſeth God, out of his infinite good- 

| eſs, ye uire prayer, to make us fit for the mercy 

uch Which he — we want: Therefore the Lord 

dmmands us to pray always, Luke xxi. 36. Praß 
wa;s that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape all 

our be/e things „ and to ſtand before the Son of Man. See 

| Tim. ii. 3. Rom. xii. 12. Phil. iv. 6. And alſo 

re in the text, Pray without ceaſing. eee 

er, Thirdly. Conſider, while you are ftrangers to 
aft ayer, you are ſlaves to the devil, and he is doing 

nat he can to werk out your utter ruin and de- 
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hearts of the ungodly, to keep poſſeſſion. of them) 
and to work in 25 Wudzen 0 Hbegbebee - An 
truly the devil finds abundance of prey; for ſome 
watch not at all, nor pray at all againſt him: And 
they that pray not, are led captive by Satin at hit 
pleaſure, and they do not care nor defire to hay 
: his ſnare-broken, nor themſelves recovered. Friend: 
eonſider, the more you neglect 1 the ftrongex 

our- corruptions will grow, and more fin will 
increaſe in you, and the more fit you will be fe 
utter ruin and deſtruction. But on the other fide} 
the oftner you pray, and the more fervently you 
pray, the more will fin and corruption weaken it 
you, and more fit you ate for grace and mercy: 


=o as it is-a remarkable ſpeech among Mr. Dodd 


ſayings, prayer will make a man give over finning; 
or 6l/e fin will make à mas give over praying. O! 
friends, as ever you defire to be delivered out of 
the thraldom of the devil, as ever you defire the 
ſalvation of your ſouls, as ever you defire to find 
grace and mercy at the hand of God, be perſuaded 
to give yourſelves to earneſt, fervent prayer. But, 
. Fourthly, Conſider, thoſe that are ſtrangets td 
| , the God of heaven is againſt them: 0 
dreadful ! Who are they that can ſtand before hid 
indignation? Who can defend him againft that arm 
that is omnipotent? The mountains: quake, the 
hills melt, and the very devils tremble before this 
God: ſure it is dreadful to have fo glotious and 
great a God an enemy: But an enemy he is to all 
them who do count his favour and mercy not worth 
ying for : Thoſe that do not intreat this God ti 
reconciled, now whilft he offers to be reconciled 
to them, it is a ſigu they neither value his love nc 
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a a ( 25 ) 
fear his wrath ; therefore his wrath they muſt abide, 
except they do in good earneſt ſeek unto him. 
.. Fifthly, Conſider they that are ſtrangers to pray- 
er, and will not cry to God, now in the day of their 
viſitation, ' whilſt pardon and mercy, may be had, 
they muſt look to be neglected when they are forced 
o cry, when miſery and diſtreſs cover them, O 
d and tremble at the place, in Prov. i. 26, 27, 28. 
will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your 
tar cometh; when your fear cometh as deſolation, and 
our deſtruftion cometh at a whirlwind; when di. 
reſs and anguiſh cometh upon you; then ſhall they call 


„„ me, but I vill not anſwer; they ſhall Jerk me, 
rey they Hall not find me. My friends, if you will 
„dot ſeek the Lord now . whilſt. he may be found, if 


ou will not call upon him now, whilſt he is near, 
ſa. xi. 6. You may at laft be forced to cry in your 
tremity and mot be regarded. | 

Sixthly; Conſider, that if you live in the neglect 
f prayer, that quickly the accepted time which 
qu improve not, will be paſt and gone; and then 
bu ſhall beg, yea, and beg earneſtly, but muſt cer- 
tinly be denied. We read in ſcripture of calls 
hat have not been rded : the fooliſh virgins 
re Hime after the door was ſhut, and cried, Lord, Lord, 
ben unte us : but, alas! they ſpoke when it was 
„ che late, therefore the reply was, I know you not 
be bence you are, Mat. xxv. 10. 21. 22. When the 
ch man in hell begged for a drop of water to cool 
tongue, this was not granted, Lake xv. to inti- 
te that not the leaſt mercy in hell is to be expect- 
J, nor the leaſt mitigation of torments is to be 
nile ked for: all then will be ready to pray, Lord, 

en the door that — thy kingdom and glory. 
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Lord, vouchſafe a little reſpite, a little eaſe in the 
midſt of our torment. O but then God's ear will 
be ſtopped, heaven's gate will be ſhut, and mercy 
will be gone for ever. O what a madneſs is it then; 
to-waſte our precious time, and not come to the 
3 before the day of grace comes to at 
end. 5 | ; . f 
Seventhly and laftly, If you live in the neglect of 
prayer, your common mercies to you, for that 
threatening is fulfilled ä ii. 2. * will 
nd a curſe 1 and curſe your bleſſings. 
gr turn 9d wy — afflictions are — 
of the curſes which are inflicted becauſe of fins 
but prayer alters the nature of them, and turns them 
— 2 and prong for _ * of 
t ing begged prayer, and granted, t 
- work to Fry = the good of them: For (a 
the apoſtle) afflidtion, yield the peaceable fruits of 
righteouſneſs to them that are exerciſed thereby. On 
the other ſide, where prayer is not, there bleflings 
are turned into curſes, and good things which ate 
received work together for the ſhame and ruin 6f 
_ thoſe that enjoy them. Common mercies are mi 
a curſe unto prayerleſs perſons ; ſo if they contini 
in the neglect of prayer, they muſt certainly miſs u 
thoſe eſpecial ſaving mercies revealed in the goſpel, 
As pardon of fin, juſtification by Chriſt, adoption, 
ſancti ſication by the Spirit, deliverance from hell, 
eternal happineſs in the life to come. And God 
bath determined and declared in his word, that thoſt 
that will have theſe things muſt ſeek them; bor 
ſeek them not by earneſt fervent prayer, iti 
a fign they underſtand not the worth of them, ani 
therefore muſt certainly and juſtly go without th(® 
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Cod is not ſo prodigal of bis mercics and favours 
4 as to fling 222 thoſe perſons that do 
Lot think them worth a praying for. Theſe conſi- 
hen, Wl derations 1 have given you as an introduction to 
the WY the matter enſuing, that you may be the more ſtir- 
os red 1 I have to write; and if you 
have hitherto neglected prayer, that you would now 
in carneft ſet about it. O you that are ſtrangers to 
prayer, conſider that you are all this while in a 
woſt woeful and miſerable condition; for you are 
in your fins, flaves to the devil, mere ſtrangers to 
God, and under his wrath and curſe; and if you 
ſhould die in this condition, you are undone for 
ever: and if you will not ſeek unto the Lord by | 
earneſt prayer, that you may be delivered out of 
this condition. Cone 
You want a pardon ; you want Chriſt and grace; 
and you are undone if you have not theſe ſoul- 
bleſſings, and you will not ply the rhrone of grace |} 
for the obtaining of them. Friends, if you did 
but ſeriouſly conſider your ſtates and your wants, 
you would find it neceſſary to obey the words of 
the apoſile here in the text, to pray quithout ceating. 
Now the point of ddctrine which 1 ſhall raiſe from 
theſe words is this: that it is both the duty and 
work of every true Chriſtian, to pray without ceasing. 
Now in my further handling this point concerning 
prayer, I ſhall endeavour, Firft, to ſhew what 
prayer is. Secondly, what it is to pray continually. - } 
Thirdly, to ſhew ſome reaſons why we ought to pray | 
without ceasing. Laftly, to make application. 
Firſt, What prayer is: In ſhort, prayer is an 
carnelt and fervent offering up of our defires to God 
7 | 
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two things to make up the duty of prayer; 1. A 
| earneſt and feryent deſire, a longing defire after 
thoſe graces and bleſſings we come to God for; for 


to their hands, or elſe of their own 2 


they will ſeem to pray mightily againſt ſin, and 


ing of God ; yea, it is a lying unto God; Epbraim 


12. Hypocrites do nat pray, but, inſtead of pray- 


i : = l 23 ) i 4 5 "0 — 
by faith, in the name of Jeſus Chtiſt, for * thoſh 
good things that are agreeable to God's will and 
our own neceflity: now there muſt concur theſe 


there are ſome that come frequently. to the throne 
of grace, and offer a form of words in a praying 
way : I ſay a form of words, either compoſed ready 


and ſo they come to God with expreſſions of wor 

without an hearty deſire after thoſe graces and mer- 
cies they ſeem to pray for; but their defires run 
out after other things ; after. their luſts, their cove» 
touſneſs, and the things of this world ; and yet 
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fleſhly luſts, which they have. no deſire to be rid of; 


and for the obtaining of thoſe graces and ſpiritual 


mercies, which they are not ſenſible of their want 
of, nor have any deſire to attain. But yet they will 
often make uſe of prayer, either as a veil to hide 
and cover their wickedneſs, and to ſhew themſelves 
to the world to be religious, orelſe as a device, 


to quiet their conſciences in a<ourſe of fin; and fo 


they make confeſſion of fin to ſerve inſtead of for; 
ſaking of ſin, and praying inſtead of repenting. 
Now ſuch a kind of prayer is abominable to the 
Lord ; yea, this kind of praying, is indeed no 
praying, but only babling. diſſembling, and mock-+ 


{faith God) compaſſeth me about with lies, Hoſ. xi, 
ing, they lie unto God ; they make as if they had: 
Do pn OF Ef, > i j 
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muſt be reconciled to the duty of prayer, and fall 
in love with it,, and come to the throne of grace 
with delight, and alfo be continually reſiſting of 
that backwardneſs and indiſpolition to prayer, 
| . whenſoever the ſeaſon of prayer approaches, and al- 
ways to. watch our hearts to keep them in a praying 
frame. | | 
Secondly, To pray without ceaſing implies a 


praying in every ſtate and condition of life it 


pleaſeth God to call us to; for without prayer 
ſickneſs will be unſanctified, and health will be a 
Judgment ; without prayer, health and proſperity 
will de a ſnare, and will occaſion a fargetfulneſs of 
God, anda daring to rebel againſt him, and will 
ſerve to encourage a negle& of the ſoul, and of 


3 1 another world ; and without prayer, adverſity will 


be intolerable, and, if it be removed, it will be in 
danger. Thus no condition ſhould cauſe a neg- 
le& of prayer. Coe 
 Thirdy. To pray without ceaſing, implies a 
. perſevering in prayer, and never to give over un- 
til we have our requeſt granted. God in his wiſ. 
dom is pleaſed ſometimes to cauſe us to ſtay longer 
fof a mercy before it comes, both to make the 
mercy ſweeter to us when it comes, and alſo for 
the trial of his people's patience, whether they 
will perſevere and continue waiting at the throne 
of grace; and thoſe that are true believers will be 
content to wait, and to wait in God's way, until 
their prayers are granted; ſo that the woman of 
Canaan, when ſhe came to Chriſt for mercy ; wait; 
though at her firſt ſuit, Chriſt gave her no anſwer 
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fall pt all, yet ſhe, notwithſtanding, continued hee 


ace fait with more earneftneſs, crying, after him. 


g of Bat then Chriſt, though he ſpake, yet gave a ſeem- 
yer, - Nag denial ; and told her that he was not fent but 
al- Wonly to the loſt ſheep of 7/rae/ : and yet ſhe would 
ing ot give over, but cried again for help: but yet 
inſtead of helping her, he called her dog, aud told 
a Per, that it was not meet to take the children's bread 
> it and caſt it to the dogs. Then inſtead of leaving 
yer off her ſuit, ſhe came to Chriſt with great humili- 
e 2 ity ; ſhe acknowledged herſelf to be a dog. She 
ity SWacknowledged her own unworthineſs of mercy; 
s of put yet ſhe deſpaired not, but by faith pleaded 
will hriſt's mercy and bounty; telling him, Though ? 
of Wing a dog, am not worthy tobe made a partaker of 
will he children's bread, yet the dogs may eat of the crumbs 


e in bar fall from their maſter's table. This ſhews how | | 


eg- Wthankful ſhe ſhould have been for the leaſt crambs 
pf mercy ; whereupon Jeſus immediately com- 
nended the greatneſs of her faith ; and, as it were, 
pave her the key of his treaſure, and bid her take 
yhatſoever ſhe wanted, whether mercy for herſelf, 
ger r mercy for her daughter. O woman, great is thy 


for ſhewed what prayer is, and what it is to pray with 

hey wt ceaſing. SIE . | 5 

one Thirdly, The next thing is, to give ſome rea- 

| be ens why it is the duty and work of every Chriſ- 

ntl ian to pray without ceazing. 9 
Firſt, We ſhould pray continually, becauſe God 

s always ready to hear; and tho' God knows 'oux 


whatſoever we want, yet the Lord in his wiſdom 
zuld have us to wait upon him by fervent prayer 


, * 


aith, be it unto thee even as thou awilt. Thus have | 


wants, is ready at all times to beſtow upon us | 
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Was upon earth, even until he was in an agony; 


and, by his ſufferings and blood - ſhed, all that we 
pray for has been purchaſed : the blood of Jeſus 

\_ - Chriſt cries in God's ear on the behalf of thoſe that 
pray, that the curſe that Chriſt hath bore may be 


was waunde may be forgiven them; that out of 
that for his ſake they may be delivered from the 
_ wrath to come. Now, friends, if Chriſt prayed 
for us ſo long, and ſo fervently, until he was in an 
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for thoſe ſpiritual good things we want ; not that 
prayer moves God: but becauſe continual fervent 
prayer makes us fit to receive the mercy we come 
unto him for. If God ſhould' beſtow his ſpecial 
ſaving mercy upon a ſigner before he is fit for it, 
the mercy would be but little prized by him, and 
God would have but. little return of- praiſe and 
thanks from him. Therefore, for this reaſon, God 
will be ſought unto for his ſpecial mercies, before 
he will beſtow them. After God had promiſed to chi 


Pardon, renew, and to hear Iſrael, yet he appoints Wo. 


Prayer as a means to bring down theſe mercies, be. 
fore he will beſtow them, Ezel. xxxvi. 37. For sa 
all this I will be enguired of by the Houſe of Wrael, i 


1x 10 do this for them. Conſider, friends, pardon Ii! 


ready, 20d re is ready, and mercy is ready to Wo: 
embrace you finners. | | ful 


_ . Secondly, We myſt pray without ceaſing con- ¶ pr 
tinually, becauſe Chriſt is continually praying for 


us. Chriſt prayed night and day for us, when he 


and now he is in heaven he makes contigual in- 
terceiGon for us, Heb. vii. 23. Chriſt in heaven 
18 always preſenting to bis Father his ſufferings; 


removed from them; that the fin For which. Chriſt 


his fulneſs they may receive grace for grace; and 


of - 
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bat zpony, and ſtill prays for us in heaven; ſhall W 
ent ¶ yet loſe the benefit of all for want of . praying for ©, 
me ourſelves? O for ſhame! ſeing Chriſt doth his 
— wa. 5.32 
It, Thirdly, We muſt pray without ceaſing, becauſe 
and BY the ſpirit is always ready to help our infirmitzes, 7 
and BY 2om. viii. 26. The ſpirit is as ready to inſtruct us 
what to pray for, as to to remove the load of indif- 
fore i poſition to this duty, to quicken. our deadneſs in 
mis duty, to enlarge our defires after grace, and 
ind to ſtrengthen us to wreſtle for a bleſſing. 
be. - Fourtbly, We muſt pray continually, becauſe 
For satan is always ready to affault us; he goes about | 
ael, like a roaring lion, ſeeting whom be may devour, þ.. 
1 WH: Pet. v. 8. Satan is never idle, he is always fol- 
to lowing us with ſnares or temptations * our life is 
full of temptations, and ſhall we not continually 
on. ¶ pray againſt Satan and his aſſaults ? wicked ſpirits 
are continually engaged againſt us: We wrefth, 
faith the apoſtle, with prindpalities, and powers, ans 
viritual wickedneſs in bigh places, Eph. vi. 12. Wwe 
had need therefore to pray without ceaſing, ſeZing 
they ceaſe not endeavouring to bring us boch to ſin 
and run. AE 5 
Fijthly, and Laftty, We ſhould pray without A. 
eaſing, becauſe our corruptions quickly get ſtrength ' 
upon the leaſt negleQ of prayer. If by our watch- 
ng, praying, and wrefflinng with God we have got 
ſome ſtrength and power againſt our corruptions, 
as anger, pride, covetouſneſs, fleſhly luſts, ſenſua- 
jity, and our aſfections are moved, and inflamed {| 
towards God and heavenly things, and we are got 
nto a ſtate of grace, and if we once let down our 
atch, and neglect prayer, our corruptions will get 
trength again, our graces will decay, and our love 
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things conſidered, we may ſee that it is neceflary 
+ for us to take care that we be not careleſs, light Mc 


venient to pray in ſech a ſer compoſed form of 


neſs go along with you in your expreſſions. . And 
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* to God and holy things will decay. Now all thel 


and negligent in our performance of this duty of 4 
prayer, but ſtir up ourſelves in the performance of 


4 TT 


tis duty, and Pray without ceaſing. -_ - 
1 Thus have I done with the doQrinal part: but, * 
Y before I proceed, I ſhall anſwer an objection which — 
may lie in the way. 1 | 

One objection which ſome will make is this, ni 
Whether they ought to pray with a form? Some wal 
there be that hold a form of prayer, and ſome be - 
againſt it, | 3 = © 

| Now in anſwering this objection, I ſhall eu- e 
deavour to reconcile both artes. You muſt note A 


that there are two kinds of prayer commanded by 
God: Fir, Public or family prayer, Secondhy, 

Secret prayer. 4 
For the firſt of theſe, if you be about publii f 
or family prayer, and are the ſpeaker, it is mok i - 
conveni. rt for you to pray in a ſet form of words, 
ſuited to the general neceſſities of thoſe that join 
with you, and the neceſſities of mankind in gene- 
ral throughout the world. Such forms as thoſe 
are already compoſed by many eminent diviaes. 
I fay, in public or family prayer, it is moſt con- 


words, that thoſe which join with you, being ac 
quainted with your matter, may with more read 


as for the lawfulneſs of theſe forms, conhder t 

Chritt hath given us a ſet form of prayer, whi 
is the Lord's Prayer. Now this form Chriſt hath 

given us both to be a rule and pattern to direR ws 
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in prayer, and alſo to be uſed is our prayers; the 
3 of Chriſt in Mat. vi. 9. is in theſe words, 
After this manner pray ye, that is to teach us, that 
the Lord's Prayer is given us not only to be uſed 
2s a form, but alſo to be a rule for directing us 
to pray, according to that pattern. But in Lale 
xi. 2. the command of Chriſt is in theſe words. 
When you pray, ſay, Ou? Father, &c. . This is alſo 
to teach us, that the Lord's prayer is uſed not only 
2s 4 — wk — as a form to be uſed 
at the end of every pu 3 
| To conchids this, — d, that forms 

8 were uſod when our Saviour Chriſt was upon the | 
2 earth, and Chriſt joined with them in thoſe ſorm:: 
| by And yet Chriſt neither contradicted theſe forms, 

nor blamed them for uſing them. Therefore, if 
your objection be concerning public or family _ 
bie Praxer, I have ſefficiently anſwered that. 
But, Secondly, if your objection be concerning 
ſecret prayer, I ſhall ſoon reſolve you in that: ä 
vod aſk whether you ovpht to pray in ſecret by a 
form? This is the ſame — as if you ſhould aſk, 
whether a man ought to make uſe of his lege, or 
make uſe of his crutches to walk with? For you 
all know, that if a man be lame, and cannot uſe 
his legs; he ought to walk by crutches until he can 
have the uſe of his legs and fling his cratches afide 2 
Even fo thoſe that have hitherto been ſtrangers to 
rayer, and alſo to themſelves who are weak, and 
ve not attained unto the gift of prayer, aud 
therefore they know not how to pray, theſe ought 
to pray by a form, and to make uſe of ſuch forms 
as may lead them to the knowledge of their own 
particular fins, and their own — and then 
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as-ſoon as they can come to know themſelves, thely 
own particular fins and wants ſo as -to+confeſy 
them; their own corruptions and inclinations, {6 
as to lament over them; their own temptations, . ſz 
as to pray againſt them; alſo their own wants 
2 they may beg of God to have them ſupplied; 
. then they ought no longer to uſe a form, but to lay 
It aſide as uſeleſs, becauſe they are able to experi 
their own particular wants without it. And be. 
Ades, there are no written forms of prayer that 
Can ſuit with the ſtate and condition of every pat. 
ticular Chriſtian; for one Chriſtian- is under: one 
- Circumſtance, and another under another; there» 
fore every one ought to ſtudy his own fins, temp- 
ft tations, and wants, and then fall to prayer} accord- 
Ing as he finds his own condition to be. But, for 
| | a man, under whatſoever circumſtance he be, yet 
for him to uſe a form, it is a figa he prays for he 
{ SKEnows. not what. To give you an inftance or 

two: Suppoſe you are a condemned malefactor and 
| were going to the king to beg pardon, you would 
not need a written form of words to carry with 
Fon; for your own condition would teach yo 
what to ſay. Or, ſuppoſe a beggar ſhould come. 
to_your door in a miſerable condition, ready to 
 MRarve with hunger, you would ſoon hear how. hard 
H{ He would beg, what complaints he would make, 
'- and what arguments he would uſe to move your. 
pity, without a written form of words: Even 4% 
if you have but a true fight and ſenſe of your fin; 
and miſery, and of -your want, of ſuch and ſuch? 
| foul mercies, you would not need 2 written form 
to teach you what tq ſay to God, when you come 
ig tho throne of grace. 
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Thus. I hope I have ſufficiently ſatisfied you in 
anſwering this objection, whether you ought to 
pray by a Tet form or no? 3 „ 
Thus, having done with the doctrinal part, and 
anſwered theſe objections, I come now to the ap- 
plication. + The firſt uſe ſhall be an uſe of lamen- 
tation. If it be ſuch a neceſſary duty of every 
Chriſtian to pray without ceaſing, then what ſh 
we think of thoſe that never pray. neither with 
their. families, nor yet in ſecret ? Th | 

thing but the things of this world, and the luſts of 
the fleſb, but never ſeek after God. Sure theſe 
needs muſt be in a ſad miſerable condition. This 
is a lamentation, and muſt be for a lamentation. 
Secondly, I he next uie ſhall be of caution 7 let 
m be cautioned againſt theſe two things: 

Fin, Let us take heed of a formal, dull, care- 
ſs and heartleſs performance. of this duty of 
prayer. Now that it may be avoided, take heed 
of ruſhing unpreparedly into God's preſence. But 
if you aſk, how ſhall 1 do to prepare myſelf aright 
xr this duty. of prayer? I anſwer, if you would 


d, you muſt follow. theſe direct ons. | 
1. Before you go to prayer, fludy the knowledge 
pf yourſelves. Eramine ow the caſe ſtands be- 
ween God and your ſouls, and Which way your 
defires fun; and if you find your defiresrpn,heaven- 
wards, then examine. the matter of your deũtes; 
what it js, you would have, God to do for you ; 
ſtudy your fins and wants, what curruption you 
lehre to be rid of, and what graces you would 
ave God bellow upon yor. If yod do not ac- 
aint yourſelves with A Lan before hand, you 
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ey mind no- 


pray ſo as your prayers may be accepted and grant= 


| | take heed of any deſpairing thought in prayers! 
J but be as conſtant in every —— Le 
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cannot, expect to know ĩt aright on x ſadden 3: as1 
you g6.to-pray, if you do not aftaally - look- in 
Y your hearts and lives before you go to prayer, your 
- ſouls be unhumbled, and want chat lively ſenſe'of 
args. 1d which muſt — life — 
_ - prayers. Before you pray, der what ſin iy, 
what God's wrath ind. bell is, and what luſts and! 
corruptions are yet in you, and what race an 
mercy you ſtand in need of. And this will ang 
you pray, and pray to purpoſe, with all your he 
2. As yon go. to prayer, take heed of vain wud 
' finful thoughts, that they do not come is and toll 
the duty. To this end, watch your heatrs," you 
thoughts and your affections very carefullyy tha 
your hearts be not enſnared with the love of 0 
ney, pleaſures; or any luſtfal deſires; the thought 
will eaſily follow the aſfections. 1. & 
3 . When you come to God by prayer, con 
with ſuch humility as beſeemeth a condemied inne 
and yet in the faith and boldneſs that beſeemeth 
a ſon and a member of Jeſos Chiift ; do not cn 
ceive a conceit of any worthineſs in yourſelves, - ye 


as if you ſaw your glorious Redeemer--interceding] 
for you with his Father. Faith and hope is 
life of prayer, and Chriſt is the lifeof hope. If 
you pray, and think you ſhall never be the bet 
ter for. praying, your er will have bat let 

| 8 let a crucified and 9 
ways be fore your eyes in prayer, not in à pits 

tu e, but in tho ＋ Enebing mind. 
what the apoſtle ſaith to the Hebrews, Heb. iv. 1 
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ar cont Hherefore with boldnefs to vs the th of rele, 
that aug thay obtain mercy, . have" grace 1d h 
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. hearts all the time 
— riph to Keep chem in 2 revetent fe . 
Tious, fervent A 2+ Ih ſuffer them not v grow ] - 

remiſs and cold, Nip libbar, 
into lifeleſs formality ; the hèurt may be ſetiſc]« 
though the voice — to de eit neſt, and therefe 
Aired tp. melt de carefully watched, and | 
. Ta the laſt place, the other caution n 
you; is this: After you! have done i bh 
-thicr bed of contentin yourſelves — he Bi 
performante of that ddty, thinking yo | 
one when your prayer done; bot careful | 
mine how — chouglithave been, in 8 4 


your hearts have been "whilſt you were 
and then "watch for à return of pra prayer. \Bo ie 


ie 
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nad that by a 1 thoſe many op orttiities, * 
pull-bac if and Rindrances in this duty, ſeeret 
prayer is the grexteſt enemy the deviF is; he 
cannot end ure 2 


becauſe'ar duty kat be more rü 18 che 
ing down of Satan's e Kb e, 
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for the vieor ; whilſt duty So ge 8 Pa An ges 
own, but when e * ; 
prayer, if heat earty, W e ut bay finming | 
or ſe ſinning g wall ke us "weary of fuch*kigd | 
0 of praying. * And "Hſe prayer vagede'a weari- | 
i to us, it 35 4 fad 728 'that fig gets the 
upper Kad; there canner ben mort effettual yy 
„ 2 Gnoer ce kill. bis fa, than by — prayef : 
a, 'a finer" never fig hes again ſin with reg 
- 8 zeal, nor-with — that upon his knets; = 
When once A faner e in earn ſt be- 


t people ſhall $6 to PORES 2 


"- 


4 | 4 (: 41) J 5 
bre God, his fa, and tying of kneel to him.” 
= confeffon of of fin, and it open — 

N Lord, our co lain Lord of i ths odr <q: 

Ang to the Lo 4 preſing upon du 

| promiſe, upon 1 to help 3 it, „ e 
tiel batteries that we can make for the den. 

ing down the ſtrong-hold of fin. O be pe: 

_ ed to be inſtant and conſtant in ſecret prayer, 

voor times for ſecret prayer, and keep your tim 
? and make a firm refolution with — to do 

No for the farther ſtirring you, up to the duty 
| ſecret prayer, oonſider theſe fix thing. 
1 Fir. Conſider that if you. make conſcience; 

|  facret ayer daily and frequently, this wauld 

an evident fign of your uptightneſs and. finceruyj 

it ia a that you ſeek God bhimſalf, when nol 
bor G knows of your ſeeking of him. , Hei 

not a true Chriſtian outwardly, but che is a 
Chriſtian that is one inwardly whoſe praiſe is ual 

of men, but of God, Rom. ii. 28, 2 But he tha 

2 in 8 le& of ſecret duties, though 
4 be never ſo guod a Gute 

- yet he ol God's account no better than an 
2 9 2 

Confider ſecret pray er ie maryell 
— rive in grace, and to grow rich toward 
God. By this means, faith wilkgrow exceedigh 
ly, our love to God will abound, our ſouls. 

. proſper. O what 2 great benefit does he rel 
| hereby! Hor good does he find God to de ff 

Ee foul! ſo that he can by experience .fay wall 

the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. laxxvi. 7- Thas he is den 

| e | 
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fit t you for public ordinances; © thble that ate t 
moſt upon cheir knees in their chambers dle 


ſaupht unto in 3 for pubh 


thoſe that befors they come to hear, 8 ne 
ly in ſecret, that che goſpel "may com 


not in the word only, (ter Als, "or" the 


them, and that is thie power of God for ths 
tion, Rom. i. 16, 17. Fer 7 am not a/bimed of the 


ft, and alſo to ere. For thertin is bu 


is oritten, 


live by faith.” 
for ſtrength againſt every corruption, As pride, 


like; they alfo that beg for all the fruits of Christ's 


as theſe are not like to be ſent empty away. 


keep public duties upon the heart, after public en- 


lic exertiſe is over, but you are immediately, 
ſoon as you come home, to go alone, and in 
io pray over the word that you” have heard : thus, 


a a 


Thirdl, Conkider, ſecret prayer is a mean i 


will receive moſt benefit in public. — mu be 


cutting down. the ſtrong - hald of fin, and for” e. 
building them up in and holinefs ; thoſe" are 
likely to find they working e A | 


of Glrif 5 for it is the pour 0 S N 
9 to every one "that Beilsuelb, u rhe 75 4 


. erciſe is ended; Your work is not done when * | | 


a. 
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geonfneſt of _ Wrong Ver faith to faith ; 2 i 
Thoſe bet before Ty come to the Lord's fop- * 


per, examine themſelves alone, beg that God 
would fetch them, and are importunate with God 


covetouſneſs, envy;' anger, malice, alfo againſt a | 
hard heart, luggiſhnefs and dulnefs of ſpirit, diſ. 
ordered affeRions, ſelf- love, ſenſuality, and che 
ſofferings, and for all the graces of his Wirt. fuch if 


Fou;thly, Conſider ſecret prayer is 4 means 0 
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md alto furniſir you with" mutter for projer, | | 
ne bare of matter, 3s Wel for the help 
who are of a weak capach — Aud — 
omit nothing that wigut be for the BO f h, 
that may be a. nieans zud a way to help ena 
heaven, I have now, through «the: helps. of God, 
writ one treatiſe more upon this ſubjeft ww. dich 
you how to attain the gift of prayer, ſapply. 
you — prayer, OY | ll 
for ſhort e eng give 
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7 wt dy truly the word and will of God. — 3 


do — — th — 

may t 0 MN 

di, or any other book which explains x 
mnmendments. . 


hi will and how frthe Ki = grace is | 
m coming into your. ſonle, w you- ene 
T 
much. | | 


tributes, and works; and rea labour to be : 
juainted with bis dealings towards you;and then 
you will ſee what a holy and righteous law yo 
wreals,, what a God yon have offended, even your 
Maker, Preſerver, and Benefactor. Once — 
= well the truth — faĩchfulneſ of God, and 


= | 


d to ſtady God's great you 

wink on the ſeveral kinds of his mercy, which he 
las beſtowed - upon you, both for your fools and 
lies. As for inftance, by what wonderful mer- 
your lives are preſerved, and you Gared from : 


 _ 
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44 > you from hell and eternal wrath, and purchaſe bes- 


do de overcome by thoſe temptations, and then you 
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ſuch a multitude of caſualties and dangers. .- Aud 
to this end he renews his mercy to you every mom 
ing. and every night, and ery hour; he alfo'by 
his good hand of Providence feeds you with the 


Fruits of the earth, and gives them virtue to nouriſh 


van, and gives you an appetite to digeſt them; 


alſo he continues your eaſe, whilſt many . others 


are in pain and miſery; alſo he, continues "the 


fight of your eyes, and the uſe of all your ſenſes 


and members, and pives you ſweet and comfort- 
Able reſt, and comfortable . habitation ; and be. 
Hides, the great mercy of all is, you being in a loſt 
and undone ftate and condition, he delivered up 
Mis dearly beloved Son a ſacriſice upon the croſs, 
that by his ſufferings and death he might delizer 


wen and ſalvayzon for you ; and upon this accougt 
be hath given you the light of his holy word and 
tt goſpel; he bath given you his ſabbath and his mi- 
niſters, and his haly ſpirit to teach and inſtroQ you 
in the way to heaven and happineſs Now, if you 


Vill but ſtudy all theſe ſorts of wereies, what abun» 


dance of matter will you find for praiſe and thank 
givin Study alſo hatte mpcations you daily meet 
withal in the warld ; what ares, baits and allure- 
ments you often meet with, prompting you on 80 
pride, luſtfolneſs, wantonneſs, covetouſneſs intem 
perance, malice or revenge, and how apt you a 


will fad matter enough ro pray for power and 
ftrength againſt thoſe temptations, that you be 30 
Hl overcome. Study alſo what a victory you have 

ji over ſuch and ſuch a luſt, and then you will 2 
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| all dangers, -when there are ſo many diftempem,] 


matter of praiſe and thankſgiving to God for giv- © 

ing you victory. 7 alſo find —— 'Y 
m wt lament aud bewail over thoſe fins and corrup- * 
by tions that you cannot yet find you have got ab 
r.... 
i Thirdly, Study well the fulneſs of Chriſt, an! 
your own emptineſs, and this will furniſh you with * 
matter of prayer. Conſider, that in Chriſt, there is 
ſalneſs af grace, there is power to repent of paſt 
ſins, there is ſtrength agaiuſt corruption. there is 
power enabling the finner to lay hold of Chrit by 
a ſaving faith : there is the grace of divine love, of 
holy fear, of patience, of graces implanted” in na- 
ture, but they are all purchaſed by the blood of 
Chriſt, and they are all hid in Chriſt, to be b 2 
upon all ſuch as earneſtly defirethem, and ſeek and 
labour by hearty fervent prayer for the obtaining 
of them, Col. i. 19. Fer it pleaſeth the Father, that | 
in bim foal all fla; duel So in Jobs i. 16. And ꝓ— 
of his fulneſs we all rectived, and grate for 
grace. Friend:, if you did but once come to ſee 
the fulneſs of Chriſt and your own emptineſs, you 
would never ceaſe crying pnto him, until your 
ſouls are repleniſhed with thoſe ſaving graces which 
are — for loſt finners, and laid up is Chriit. 
You know that a child, when he ſees a pedlar's 
pack opened, and therein ſo many things, will cry 
to his father, Father, give me this or that. - 80 you 
would cry to God, your heavenly father, for ſuch 
dad ſuch heavenly graces, if yon did but onde come 
to ſee the riches of Chriſt, and your own wants 
and necefliiies. El Hg 2 "SABRE (hs... 

Fourtb!y, Obſerve how the caſe goes with the 
church and people of ** and how gbe caſe goeg 
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Find. Join as often as you can wirr 
rr 
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Aer (ouc of » book) are uſe 
of them, until by them you ce to know your 


ont then. But I need not ſend you to & prayers 
| book to learn to pray: do but al and conſider 
well pon hat I have wrote in this litile book, 
and follow this rule; namely, ſtudy well your fins; 
corruptions, and temprations, your wants, and yout 
| daily mercics, ue them you will be reibe with 
matter enough for prayer. 
| Thus have [ fniſhed the $rft thing I promiſed, 
that's, . to ſhew. you how you ſhall attain the gift 
of prayer, and to furniſh. you with matter, who 
ace weak and-barren of matter. I ſhall be briefin 
the other two: 


| phraſe, which may be done avdny time, or iny place 
or company, eſpecially when you are alone, hen 

- you are at your work, or when you are walking of 
travelling by the way ; then-you may often lift up 
your hearts to God in fome ſhort prayer, and yet 
nn hindrance to you in what you are about ; and 
befides you may meet with ſome caſualties, or | ſors 
temptations, or ſome emotions may come into your 
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nn with u 


own. fins and wants, and ſo can pray better with- | 
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H. I promiſed alſo you ome dined] 
ons concerning . this 
is ſuddenSiong up the heart to God in a ſhort. 


. 3 breathing forth of 
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tent, | oll ſwing 2 9 . I 
* Fn Ire: bid, 
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Rs = ave" race, 2 | 
25 ee always before mine eyes, and be 'mini- - 
of ay 


appearance at the” bar of thy juſtice, that - 
1 may not dare wee, upon that fi d I am now J 


go vo 2 
If you God any fin vr left Hike to over | 
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* thus + Br 


rern GO Gat 


i e ee Kae, 
ee 2 75 by thy 2 eee 

this fin, this l, db, vanity." ti 
5 'burdly, Prada da $-r heed you 2 < 
tv be overtaken, «ad fatinto o kind ths ; 


+ moſt merci 
Chrip, 1 bam * 
vu blood pain: ſalr. 
and Forgive me bis fin, and e ch ro. 
azein by trite" repentantt, m 10 be re 
gen dag egy 3 N 
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fears, or under any kind of aMflition, then plead 


4, Ev. _ 3 are 
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tons and defilements, then plead the olineſs of 


Ki gee boly, holy, boly Lord God of Sebbaoth, wh 
FRETS than to behold iniquity, I prav that 
2 away my fins in the blood; of Feſus C brit 
— a name; puri my en as. dead 


avorks. 


* But to be ſhort, if you are onder any doubts 


the wiſdom of God, that he would . thingy 


War for your good. 
going to read, or hear the 
2 qftr then plead God's truck and faith 
Fuln that, for his truth's ſake, he would give 
| you grace to hearken to his counſels, 'obey his pre- 
- opts, embrace his promiſes, aud 1 in awe of 
threatnings, 
ing about 


4. Once more, when you are 
of prayer, and find yourſe to be dull 

ſhat duty, then 1 the quickeang 
| God. thus: 

| Oi eternal, and overiatiog Ged, who art 
7% and giveft life and being to all creatwyns,| 

the wirtus 7 Chrift's darwin «vill af 
24727 out of their graut: I h 
fame wirtue, > * would 
d and dull ſpirit ; ſuffer me not i 
: 4 2 ſacriſce before @ living G; but tal 
rome deadngſi, dullagſi, a 8 or aul 
fo hinders or _ ndiſpofeth me to duty. Duicken me, 
pray thee, 10 _ duty, and quicken me in duty. „ 
it me, I beſecch thee, hee ie: aa ; 
Pr 2 „ 
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pray as if you. your e 

D God in hy wy them a be jou w Ei 2. 
the glorified and the damned 

terceding for you. Such a Pe rht as 
will males you Jerious, and pray to | 
your hearts. Thos by followin of theje | 
cho will, by a 5 te ency in pr in pr ayer. 
ing Er conſider the/e. t ee 


0 2 85 ie "ERR 00 1 
all The er Time and Day of | 
art 6 Cer, vi. 3. | Bebold, — the. a Tong | 
ne, | Behold now is the Day: of dean. i 

1 


eech Tur occaſion. of .theſe words, may bien 

from the words immediately before the text 
which. are the Lord's own — ſpoken by the 
prophet Liaiah, gow > faying, 1 bave: _ thee 
ix a time accſue in A day of ſalpation I b 
tber Or as it were, from the words before the 
hs * of ſalwation- r 4 fuccoured thee. | And. 


: 


15 


:6.the apoſtle. — * 


- 
: -* "WP . | 
. 
/ N « : 
* b N 
8 ” 1 i 
U \ * — 
a * 
. ” m | a 
. * m = 


* this preſent ſeaſon of grace; the time preſent ii the 


Pn — « 4 
- 


©" not worth beholding: but, if you mind it, you u 


. 


4 is always brought in with this note, Bebold 4 


— — 2 wo — 


— — 
— — > 
s 


* PR TR — —„——ö — j—̃ ̃ ůA.ll„ͤ«c „ . wo 
4 - N e _ 1. 
8 a 


= — 
— —— 
—— —— — — 


— 


LE 
- 


een 
when that accepted time and day of ſalvation it, 
© wherein Cod hears us and accept vs, and that he ve 
doth here in the words of my text; Beho{d, now j; 
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of ſalvation, 
__ * Fromtheſe words I ſhall gather this general ah. 
—_—_— 
That the only time to make ou 
and thereby to obtain mercy and 


2 with God 


ation, is now 


6nly acceptable time: for, Behold, now is be. a6 

 repted time; bebold now is the. gay of ſalvation. © 

The text affords theſe two general parts: 

Fi. Here is a double note of attention: Jud 
NEST. c 

-” Secondly, Here is the ſubject matter to bebill, 
that is, Now is the accepted time; and Now, 7: | 


f ſalvation. | 
2 , Here is a double note of attention: Bebold 
Behold! Now to behold a thing, is to take greg 
notice of it, and to obſerve it, and to mind it: al 
we may be ſare that whenſoever we are called uy 
on to behold a thing, it muſt be ſomething of vey 
great concern. There are many things that a 


find it in the ſcriptures that when any thing is me 
tioned that is of a grearer concernment than other 


Lam. iti. 12. Behold, and ſee, if there be any 
lie wnto my -forrow. A matter of great conce 
ment. So John i, 22. Behold, the Lamb | 
tbat taketh axpay the fins of the world. And man 
others. Now there cannot be'a matter of great 
conxern than this in my text, that now is thes 
cepted time, and now is the day of ſalvation. 
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: r 
thing which concerns our winning or loſing of hea- | 
ren for ever; a thing which concerns our eveflift- 7 
ing peice, or our everlaſting woe; that now is 1 
time, when, if we ia earneſt ſeek for mercy; we 
way have.it ; now is the time, when, if we ſeek 
— deſire grace, pardon, and ſalvation, we ſhall be 
accepted ; but afterwards all our praying, = A 
and intreating will be in vain.' Now hat can bi 
more worth our beholding than this? This is a 
Hl matter which concerns ourſelves, and it is of the 
- Wl greateſt concernment.in the world; therefore this 
_ WH requires a double note of attention, and to put s 
in mind of it: Behold! Bebold!  _** Þ 
And ſo I paſs, /ccondly, from the note behold, Þ 
to the ſecond general part, the ſubject matter o 
bebold ; and that alſo is double : Behold now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of ſalwations | 
Now, though the accepted time and the day of 
ſalvation are two words, yet in ſenſe they art one 
and the ſame ; for the accepted time is aur day of 
falvation, and our day of /alvation'is the accepted | 
time; wherein, if we unfeignedly.ſcek the Lord, 
nnd turn to him by. true repentance, we ſhall be 
wi fure to be accepted, pardoned, and ſaved: for 
meu Behold, now is the acrepted time, and the day fx 
Nene ſalvation. . Roh 12 can} e 
I. Now in the further proſecution of this ſabject, 

I ſhall proceed after this manner: * a 

Firſt, 1 ſhall ow yoo that with us there is ſuch 

a time as an accepted time and f t.. 

Secontly, Lal! ſhew you — — 22 tha 

accepred time and day of ſalvation is. 
bFdly, The reaſon of it, Ad. 
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Lofty, The applied. 
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- v1 Gall, * MO ; 
1 —— of alwatim, Way 


Fa pon rage 


of the fallen , whonevell..... 

: ſeaſon of time alloted them.: Ales! they ok 

1 N DA — 4 
iþ 77 et tor one * 

bl _ out of heaven, ander ſerved in chains of du P 

| veſi unto the edregdful day of i ent. They * 
ng once fallen, had — day of ſalvation offer... 

ed them. they bad neverone moment time alk — 


ted them the improvement of which chey 
Wight have ham 20 mercy. Therefore, 
they ſhould pray and cry, and ĩntreat the Lord nei 

| ſo earneſtly, that he wonld forgive them that oon 
nn and reſtore them once more to mercy, yet che) 
Mall never be regarded. Chriſt — not fe 
them, there was.not one drop of blood ſhed to wal 
— wor" _ For he took not upon bi — 
2 feed Abrabam, Heb. vi. 16. Fot 
Secundh, Ther i win us ſuch a — an 60 nil 
ceptod time, an ſalvation, in tion th 
thoſe damned. ſouls that are — 1 true, . 
the dexile being once fallen, never had mercy of 
Fered them, they never had ene minute of time of 
them. to work out their ſalvation ; whereas 
hoſe damned wretches once had — 
but they deſpiſed it; they once had u day of ſalva! 
tion, a time wherein they might have been ceex 
ed: alas! they had many a call from God, time ater 
time, a ſecret. motion from his fpirit ; che 
once many u ſermon, and enjoyed man 
a ſabbath; God. waited vpon them time after tin 

ear after years-whillbthey continued in their re 
ion _—_ them : * | en func 


Wi NE 
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no x, portunitica All e 
ccepted, if they bad - 
5 ol now the day 


lay all their Þ 
time they might ht ave 
turned to God in . f 


E. ainſt them; now they are left in à far more 
niſerable condition than the fallen N are in; 
or they once had a ſeaſou of grace put into their 


Jong did God wait, and call upon them from "i 
ime to another, by his ſpirit and by his m. 
bers : bot they wearidd out his patience, grieved 


— 


zdodneſs: Alas! the devils will never have ſuch 
ton ſulerations as thofe fo torment them, as as ! 
duls now haye. . 


y* ion, in © 8 to * ſhall be 
th us 222 If wot ii ſlip, when we come 


o be tormented in hell I (Nall be in the a 
niſerable condition that thofe damned ſouls are 
bat are already there. Conſider, that men being 
ted in a holy and righteous ſtate, and we being 
nen, if God had not found out 4 way for dur 
overy, we had been left in as tilſerable a n- 
Iition as the loſt angels were. But God, of his .. 
nſpeakable mercy, looked in tender love u 

| man kind, an gave his dearly beldyed Sk zo 
affer and die for us; and for his ſake he A. . 
rded every one of ug d day of grace, which 

e duly impfove in turning to God, in receiving 
\rhis his Son, as he offered, we ſhall be accept-" 
d, pardoned, and mved; but if we quander away 
his precions ſeaſon; in vanity and foolery, "in; 
fying our _ and 1 ourſelves 50 the - 


grace is concluded, the door of hope is for ever © 
kands, but they wilfully loft it, and trifled it aways 3 
Fs ſpirit, deſpiſed hir meſſengert, and abuſed bis 


Ti 225 There i is fuch £6 time as an accepted ti dime, | 
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dont of werey be Me ohr damnation will be 4 


more great, than ; ſach an oppo 
F Put, into ou hands, 2557 777 the firſt bead 
there 25 with us a time 38. an rere (i 
nd Jalvgtios. 
22 „I ſhall ſhew when this 1215 
| 7 40 yy of, falyation i is.; that i Pa. it is 2 4 
* td Lime, cn now is the 42 of /# Pra! | 
is 4 oftle doth pay ſpeak 3 it in the enſe, 
that foon af ter will be an i Tho 7 
1 2 10 perm fins for awhile, rebelling againl 
. God, grieving his Frick, and proyo — in him? ä 
rrath, yet, 1 You turn to God hereafter, 3 hall 
2 3.00, but he {peaks i in the erte e tens 
now is the dtcepred : time © All mankind 
in a miſerable Nate hy nature; and it 13 yow: that 
the terms of mercy are offered you, and an og 
' Cunity of grace put inte your hand mark wind 
: out wrople We. XXI. 475 2 


2 =F 
te dy 72 55 into * 
bro Jo uf - 7 75 
111 , ow is our ad 
5 4 al by nature enemies to God y | 
- 'but” . God, of his tender love, 1 þ 
iow us terms of reconciliarion ; agret therelol 
"him quickly,” before his jullice hach 
be delivered to the 


Bj and th ou Bf 2 4 155 > 
ev n thou t by he cel 11 
the) vet per on and there thou mult my en 
weme and intolerable torments, until thon 


N fprching W 


($ 
fi never be to aff exeraliy. ty. (Oh nf ag 
e your peace wit your od quickly, w 2 

du art in the Sy with him ; for — e in 
þ fair way with bim to be econciled,' for be 
term of mercy: he Bath ſhewed you i in his werd 
by what meats you may come to make an agree- i 
it with him; 2 Cor. xx. Aud if God to earneft- > 
defires our ferotteiliation with him, in what a fai 
are u chen to be reconciled with God. — 
mtinuein your unconverted ſtate, and in 
amity with God a little longer, nacil the 
pace be at an end, and God hath hut 
th 3 _— mercy, , then God and you 

lable forever; then all your prayers, tears, 
adeavours, ſhall nevet E then — | 
hains but the priſon of hell, and to be ere 
p remain for ever. Therefore as Eliphaz ſai | 
ob, ſo lay I to you, Job xxii. 21. Acquaint mow. 
5017 with him ; and be at-peace, thereby rd fall 
ome unto thee, for behold, now is the fime that ay ay i 
ayeſt be accepted. But more particularly to ſhew 
du when this accepted time and'day of ſalvation i is, 
in now, in this life ; for there 1s no making our 
ace with God after death, Therefore ſaith So- 
mon, Ecch/. ix. 10. Whatſocver thy band fu. 
d, do it with thy might ; for there it no work, 
t devire, nor kno<uledge, nor wiſdom in the owe 
hither thou goefs. 
Now, through God's grace, you may be con- 
d; if yet you are in your fins, you may de 
irdoned ; if yet you are in the ſtate of damuation, 
ou may be broaght loa into a flate of 5 but 
"5 once death {but your r e ek 
don will be unalter' e for ever: 
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— —— 
ä —y—-̃ — ere en 


—̃ — 


4 — — — — 
— —— — ————ů —— —— — — — — 
— — — Ow - — —-— 
2 =— 
* 1 : 


— —— — 


— 


— ͤU- 


- - with ſome the day of /a/vation laſteth all they 1s 


= pany to know them, and grace to improve them, i 


| Remember thy Creator js the days of thy youth, f 


| the work of the devil, and then think to give 


accepted; God will not be put off with the devil 


dies, ſabbath-opportunities, ſacrament-oppartunk 


how ſoon God may remove our candleftick outd 


| | Z . ( bo ) , * ? * 
the work of bim that ſent me "whilſt it is day ; fir 
the night cometh auben no man can work. _ 4 

But yet, tho? the time of this life be the accepred Wl © 


time and day of ſalvation; yet eyery time ofa anan'y 


life may not be an accepted tine with him: for 


life long, and with ſome it doth not ; therefore well C 
might the prophet cry gut; J. lv. 6. Seek wlll * 


e Lord while be may be found, call on bim auf b 


is near; for there may come a time, that M *: 
Lord will npt be found, tho? he be ſought never g 4 
diligently , Heb. xxvii. 1 ſhall ſhew you ſome ce. h 
tzin ſeaſons of man's life, which, if we hare but t 


need but little more than name them. 5 | 
Firß, The time of youth is the accepted time, Wl © 


Tays Solomon, Ecele/. xii. 1. 2 2 
©  Secondl,, The time of health and ſtrength is the r 
accepted time. In the old law, that which wall - 
offered up in ſacrifice, which was torn, blind, a 
lame, was not accepted: this ſhew'y, that thoks 
who ſpend the beſt of their days and ftrength in 


themſelves up to God, when ſickneſs, lamenekz 
and feeble old age comes, muſt never look to by 


Jeavings. | 
7 —_ The time of the goſpel is the ace 
time. Praying opportunities, ſermon · opporrunh 


ties, theſe are ſeaſons of ſalvation, for we know nc 


1 
4 * 
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* 
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* 


nd then the opportunities of grace will be at an 

end. l 19 5 9 — 1 $i 

- Fourthly and loftly, The time of God's 8 irit's 

oe working and ſtriving in the hearts of wicked men 

tis the accepted time, and they that obey the calls of ä 

als God's ſpirit, when he ftrives, ſhall be ſure to be 
accepted, iet it be at what time ſoever, whether it 

de in youth or old age: God's ſpirit is compared 

hell to Noah's dove, which Noah ſent out of the ark, 

nnd it returned to him again and again; but when. 

de ſent out the dove the third time, it never re- 


i turned to him. So the ſpirit of God hath 
its goings and comings; it comes at one time into 
"IF the heart of a finner, and ſecretly calls upon him 
to repent, and become a new creature: but the 
bay; finner perhaps ſtifles theſe good motions, quenches 
© WM the fpirit; and continues fill in his ſinful courſe of 
the life. Then, it may be, the ſpirit departs, and then 
. comes again and again; and at laſt, the ſpirit be- 
wa ing often reſiſted, and grieved, he is provoked 
bol finally to depart, and never to trouble him more; 
a in and then grace is departed, and be is immediately - 
1 delivered up to a hard heart and a, reprobate mind. 
Sui that ſhall never repent. And when once he it 
brought to that paſs, then all the ſermons and a 
to by the prayers in the world will never do him any 
eri good, Ol! therefore have a care of quenching 
and grieving the holy ſpirit of God, when it ſe- 
cretly ſtirs and works in your hearts; but be care 


ron ful to obey its motions, leſt the ſpirit, being griev- 
ng ec, withdraw itſelf finally, and never return more, 
"I and then your accefted time and day of ſalvation 


a will have an end. Now with us there is ſuch 
"4% „ 5-16 wry F „ 


* 
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{ {ime a3 an accepted time and day of Aldi; 

that for theſe two reaſons, 1 be Juſt — 


His. That thereby the ſaitifs might have oces- 
Hon to magnify the free grace of God, that he hath 
not left them to periſh in their miſcgable ſtate, but 
hath offered them terms of mercy, and hath put an 
a of ſalvation into theif hands, and hath 
$1ven them grace to improve it. 
_ ©. Setandly, That thereby thy wickedneſs may be 
left without excuſe, for there is never a damned 
foul in hell that can plead this, that they never had 
z day of prace. O! it would be a great ne | 
of their torments if they could plead ſo. Alas 
there never was a man or woman, fince the. crea» 
tion of the world, but hath had a ſeaſon of grace; 
there was never any yet ever lived, but their lives 
ort or long, but who befote they die, have mere 
offered them, and an accepted time to feek it in, 
Therefore the wicked ſhall be left without excuſe: 
nay, it will add much to theit torments to conſider; 
| that they once had a ſeaſon of grace and ſalyation, 
and yet wilfully loſt it. O let every one therefore, 
both ſmall and great, behold and confider, That 
wow 7s the accepted. time, and new. is the day of 


20. 
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THE APPLICATION: 


The firſt uſe that I ſhall make of this, ſhall be 
an uſe of terror to all ſuch as ſquander and trifle 
| away the precious ſeaſon of grace and ſalvation. 
Friends you. have heard that God's ſpirit will not 
always ftrive with man; God is- not bound to wal 


* 
— — —— öWm:ſb— te - o 
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Rana 1 55 4 
all = 8 ifs 
* one dime to wm reg | | 
ear to his calls, and Uight fue 8. 825 
da xcfolotely and prefum 2 
th read and tremble, 15 that e, 
at Prov. i. 22. tothe cad? Mark there e . 25 
= God expoſiulates with wicked men, fayiu 
th long, ye fimple” nr will 7 leave ym 34 and ye 
Jeorners delight in ſcorning ® au ye fools hate 44 5 
be ledge? And then ſee aber call and invitation, 
od = . Turn at my reproef. 'alfo his grations 
/ Btbolg, wil pour 5 my Jprrit ante h, 
e e e Bare of 
his loving Qtulation, invitation and ; 
prevatled nothing with Them, they would run on in N 
their evi] courſes for all that; therefore, ſee what 


God faith to them now, ver- 24. Becaaje I ban 
called, and ye refu ſed, J bau- fretched out my wet | 
and 15 — regarded, but 'ye 25 5 4 
| my con and du, none of my pro 

er; lauph at jour calamity, an and will mock «be = your 
T* FA 1 when - fear cometh af 'a aubiria 


re, bes kefraBion and -auguih comerb wpon then; 
bat WY then all-rbey call upon the,. 2 I wil] not anſwer 3 
of then ſhall they ſeek me curly. hut af gray 


they hated Aal ge, and did not 2 the fear : 

the Lord. Itis a 1 royerb among us, 
e that will not whilſt he may, 

When he would, be ſhall have nay. So mY of 

be Tbis was the vers caſt of Eu; he was hunting, - 

ifle and following bis Hleſhly de! $z when God wes. 

on; calling him to repentance”: ſo he wa rejected, r 

be found no place for xepentance, though be hefought - 'Þ 

un it re trace teats. * God * call men 
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.de end be. ſaved; both by his word 
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$A _ 1 7 I 
th by his x by his 
irit, ang chey will not regard; but when this hel the! 
day of {alvation is ended, and they come to lie upon 

their death, bed, O, they will then cry out, Lord; 
Lord, ſave me! Mercy, Lord! font 


mercy, for  Chrift's jake } But God may juſtly au. | 
ſwer them, No, finner, no mercy to be had. 1 

once offered thee mercy, but chou abuſed it; there- Ge 
fore now the dovr of mercy is ſhut againſt thee for I * 
ever. „ ma. We fs 
2. My ſecond uſe ſhall be for matter of encow ! 
ragement to ſuch who are willing to accept of the 0 
-_ of mercy, but yet keep off chro- youbts and P 
O, Lam afraid my day of ſalvatĩan is paſt already, ſh 
and, if ſo, all my endeavours will be in Vain; 1 ſhall W w. 
never be accepted. b | ly 


Anfw. To anſwer this, I will give you this one le 
| mark, whereby you may know whether your day 
| -of ſalfation be paſt or not. You ſay that your Wl *! 
day of ſalvation us paſt; if ſo, this is a gond fi 1 

It is not paſt; for thoſe with whom their day i 
grace is paſt, they grow ſenſcleſs of any ſuch mat 
ter. Again, don't you find ſonletimes godly motions 
| firring in you bythe ſpirit ? Don't you find in 
ſometimes. a 'forrow for fin after it is.committec 
And a defire to leave fin? Don't your heart ſome- 
times melt when you hear the werd preached } 
Have you not ſome defire to become a new crea-, 
ture? If fo, then your day of ſalvation is not yet 'y 
paſt; for thoſe with wham their, day of grace i» Will a 
paſt are given over in a ſenſeleſs, hard, and hdd. 
/ 
6 


rate heart, that is geither moved with mercies nf 
terrified with judgments; and being given over io 


IF" 44 
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2 | : 1 „ * , * 
e 
ſhemſelves, they run into all. kinds of wickedneſs | I 
with greedineſs. * And as it ſeems chis % not e 
taſe as yet; ſo now up, und cloſe with the terme 
of mercy, whilltthy day of falvationſſy leng thened 

out r 3.4/4 20, ESTES BIOS RY "f 


O but, ſays anofkher, it may be I am none f 
God's elect; and if fo, then all my endeavours |} 
will be to no purpoſe. N E ee mne 
- Anſ. Whether à man be elected or not, that © } 


$3 a4 A5 8 


is not in his power to know, and therefore he ogght 


vor to meddte with it; but you muſt underſtand, , | 

hat God's decrees are right, for thoſe whom be 
bath elected, be hath abfoturtely decreed that the 

iy, (Wall be juſtified, ſrvélißed, and faved ; bur thoſe \ 

2h W-»bom God hath reprobated, he hath not abſotate- | 


ly decreed that they ſhall be damned, but he hath 
left them to their own choice, as Adam and Eve 
were, and therefore their damnation is wilful of - WW 
themſelves ; but whether you are elected or not, if WM 
1 may fpeak, if you repent, and be converted, 
you ſhall be ſaved; if not, you ſhall be damned: 
As many as do periſh, do not periſh becauſe they aol 
were not elected, but becauſe they would nat ule AA 
the means in order to their ſalvation. _ © "i 
O dut (you will ſay) it may be, God will not 
give me grace to repent, and without his grace T 
tan do nothing. eee | 
ea - Anf. Know, for your encouragement, that both 
yet vou and every one elſe enjoys a day of ſalvation; 
and this day of ſalvation is time of affiſtance, as well 
as time of acceptanee. Mark the promiſes of Chri 
Mat vii 7; 8. Aft, and it. fhall be given you ; ſeek, l 
and ye H fad; kiock, ani it Pall be opted unto | 
„For every one 7 0 aſtetb, receivtth ; end be | 
. 45 2 BY ; +3 | 5 


nenn 


7 


7 
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1 fawn. findeth ; and to him rh ical. # 
be.o k = 
Mark, Chriſt jpeaketh nothing there concerning 
F election; but every one, whoever he be, that aſks 
eth, ſeeketh, and knocketh for grace, pardon, and 
mercy. and that in ſeaſon, whalſt i aa = be had, 
mall certainly be heard and acce ut then 
| you muft be ſure to ſeek it in ſea 1 = ſeeking T 
out of ſeaſon never yet found ſacceſs. Oh! if Efan 
had but ſought repentance in earneſt, when Goll 
called him, and would accept him.! but he ſought 
for repentance when the ſeaſon of repentance was 
gone, and that ruined him for ever. 
Laib. To conclude all with a word or two of 
exhortation. Be exhorted, as you, deſire the ſalva- 
tion of your ſouls, to conſider and improve this 
precious ſeaſon of grace and falvation, in working 
out your ſalvation before it is too late. Oh l ity 
moſt dreadful to confider, that as God hath allotted! I 
us but one ſmall portion of time to do all thatever 
muff be done for eternity, and it ſhould yet be ha 


| [ \ ſquandered away in vanity and foolery. But friend an 


| Iden at laft, whey time ſhall ceaſe and 


whatever you ſee others do, do you in earneſt lay fid 
hold on this your day of ſalvation before it is — th 
Seek ye the Lord now whilſt he may be-foun 
call upon him whilſt he is near. And whilft othen la 
ſpend their time in feaſting and rioting, and in it 
dr $a of the fleſh, do you on the contrary 
pend your time in faſling, praying, repenting FT 
and ſuing out the pardon of your fins, ar 
king your peace with God. And if you do a 
no longer, 
l you mall bear that 1 * 


* 
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from the mouth of Chriſt; Mell dne, tlon Fiz \ 1 


aith/ui ſerwant, enter - thu into the” joy of thy Lora. 
—_ the Lord, of his infinite 2 — unto 
0s * rr 7 a 9 
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The End of Time and Beginning 
r 


2 


FD Rev, x. 46 4 15 

And the angel which 1 ſ fand upon the fea, and 
upon * lifted up his 9 „ 

And ſware by bim that liveth: for ever and ever, ' 
c. That there ſhould be time no longer. | 


 ELOVED friends and neighbours, I defire . 
you all to take this ſmall treatiſe into your 
hands, and diligently read it over and over again; 
and wher you have done, enter, upon a ſerious con- 
fideration of theſe matters which are contained in 
this book, and lay them cloſe to your hearts, and 
I hope it will be a means to ſtir you up, in time, to 
lay hold on this golden ſeaſon of grace, before 
the Wit 2 5. 1 2 
ay, In my laſt treatiſe, concerning the accepted tine, 
ing % day of /alvation, I was forces to leave _ many 
things that are of very. * weight and concern | | 
ment, becauſe they could not all be contained in 
ſo ſmall a diſcourſe : And it is great pity that ſuch 
weighty matters ſhould be loſt; and therefore upcn 
f confiderationof it, I have entered upon ano- 


* 
* 


* 


1 6 


Wer (object which is concerning ale d of eh 
* 4 of eternity verein I. do promi 
nce, to lay down thoſe..weighty 
concerns which I was fo to leave out in 
. ther treatiſes. And I hope, thro God's grace, it 
will be the winning of many fouls, and-brimg then 
home to God, who now ſquander and trifle away 
their time in mere —— ; and this. 1 hall Borfrom 
che words of the ay, with a loud voice 
- 6y Him that livetb 9 5  rver—That therd 
feould be time no —— 


Now from this — ſcripture 1 might 10 
down theſe particulars ; 


. The deſcription of the. perſen that thus ſwear: 
It was @ 1 mighty angels . ee Fred 
lenden ver. 1. 
2. Whar in was that A his band: It vs 
a little book, open | | 
3 His geſture : He ſtood. | 
4. His manner of ſtanding: Te was with one for 
the earth; and the other upon the fea. *'* 3 
' 5: The loudneſs of his voice : * ard 1 
ben a lion roareth. * 
6. As he ſpake : be Life ds" hand towart bes 
ven . 
J. He fpake with an b : he "IVY | 
2. The perſon by whom he ſwears * "That 4 
Hime that livith'for ever and ever 
9. And laſtly; the matter of his oath, or the 
| wat which he uttered: That i bs, that there i 
be time no long.. | 
„But f will ah Wem an by and TI only upon 
| the laſt, which are the words that this great 4 
mighty me . eme ee * an oath 


— 
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e liveth 2 
od, that ever and ever, 

hem with an exce 7 voice. =p words 
re theſe, that there ſhed! be time no 
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at the end of _ this world, at the great and 
ada day of 4 time and opportunity 
hall ceaſe and be no longer. 

From hence I ſhall lay dowd eſe three or four 
hings confiderable:: 

I. What dime ſhall be no longer. 

II. When time tall be no longer 

I:I, The reaſon why time ſhal as binge. 
And then, Laſtly, the application. 


ball be. no longer, and in doing of this 1 ſhall 
iſwer an objection which lies in my way, that 


— 


Whereas it is ſaid, that then nothing ſhall. 
ut time, that time ſhall — upon eterni 
| ag all things in the world ſhall have an 


1 0 4 " 8 2 


inked together; ſo that we cannot. ſpeak of the 
ne, but we mult ſpeak of the other: time was. be 


„eren millions of years that can be thought, and 

5 ſhall remann throughous, all ages $0 come, even 
the all eternity. | 
Bl Now to anſwer this: When: the angel ſwears that | 


andered in itſelf ;. r that ſhall remain as long 


. 


2 
* 23 


leſs than the 8 and gl6rious. 75 


The doctrine that I ſhall raiſe from Js this 1 


In the firſt place, Ee eee f 


„ how can that be ? Some. may ſoy; that at the 
iſt. day, time ſhall ceaſe and be no gers 


ſhall. remain ſtill, Time rans ett } - 
th t e life of God: it never had beginning, ] 
ever ſhall have an end ; time and — are - 


be no longer, be doth not mean time | 
| 


et endures, and all never have an end? | 


— 
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Seen an end is 3 thi 
| Bat to take che words zn their wrue 


—— — 

iſe of man to God after the flood, Gi 
3 11 
aud „ Junomer and vi 
„Bu met ceoje. ings wel 
. 


1 8 9 | 
2. lll. 1, 2, 3. 4 tin 10 bet 
time to fie; @ time to plant, 'anil a ti 
that whith is planted, &c. * ; 
. end of the world al theſe een S 
end, and be no longe 3 


* 
11 
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— 
; at the end of the world heaven 
- hell ſhall: contain che whole world of men und w 
men; either in heaven or bell we mit abiftek 
ever, but here we ſhall be no more. * 


rn 


Date prays tha God! would e thr 

reciver 's frength ore goes bones, 
"wb more, Pfal. ux v. e nom! 
nne. 3 9.1 1 


_ ' 


return no more tt ae, Tiers, | 
| bis Aare know 
C 
uch, ſhall know him no more. So — . 
« max die beyhall live again, That is, be ſhall 
ve again in another world, either in i 
ys or in everlaſling torments, but be ſhall never 
ive again in this world, 
All The time of the tribulations, ſorrows, and 
Dctions of God's. children ſhall be nò longer; 
ow they are — wicked men, now they 
re lighted, mocked, at, monk — weed c 
hey haye many a temptation to ſtrive againſt ; now 
© devil torments them with many doubts and 
an that their figs ſhall never be pardoned, that 
| will never be favourable unto them: Alb f 
ey are fain to endure many ſorrows and calami- 
g both outwardly in their bodies and inwardly in 
cir ſouls; but at the end of time there — 
e an end of all their ſorrows: 2 
way all tears from their eyes, and there all be 


if away, Rev. xxi. 
perſecuted by wicked men, they ſhall never ' 


are be ſubject to any ſickneſs or pers, or 
yy kind of miſeries ; then there dl de 0 more 
omplaining, by reaſon of their outward miſeries, 
vr yet by reaſon of their inward trouble; ſaying, 
an theſe ſins be paygdoned ? is there mexcy for a 
ich a-wretch as 1 am ? will God ever ſhew me any 
ee of thoſe e 


„ 


- 


| . 34x J8..} Th 
in heaven : for when time ſhall be no 


be no longer, th 
all the ſorrows, miferics and afflictions of the chik 
dren of God will alſo ceaſe and be no longer. 
IV. The time of the proſperity and finful pleaſun 
ol wicked men ſhall be no longer: now wicke 
men live and enjoy many a merry hour: now t 
can laugh and fing, and riot, and play away the 
precious time; now they feaſt and drink, and game 
as if they were to live for ever; but when tin 
ſhall er d and be no longer, them there ſhall beg 
end of their mirth and jollity. Look in Rev. xvii 
and read the chapter throughout; and there yo 
ſhall ſee a dreadful ſentence pronounced againſt th 
whore of Babylon: She exceeded in riches, ſhe wn 
arrayed in purple, aud ſcar lei colour, and dechd 
auith gold and precious flones, and pearls, having 
golden cup in ber band, full of abcmination an fil 
_ #hineſs of her fornication, Rev. xvii. 4. She live 
in all kind df pleaſure, but there is a dreadful wat 
pronounced againſt her, chap xviii. 7, 8. How much 
De hath glorified herjelf, and lived delicionſly, ja 
much torment and ſorrow gave her: for the faith id 
| ber beart, I fit as queen, and am no widow, 4 
Hall. jee no ſorrow. : Therefore ſhall her plagues 
in en, day, death and mourning, and famine; 
Joe fall be utterly burned with fire; for firong is 1 
Lord God who judgetb ber, 
And aſter that, verſes 21, 22, and 23. And 
mighty angel took up a flone, like a great mill ffon 
- end caftit into the ſea, Jaying, Thus with" it 
Hall bat great city Babylon be thrown down A 
hall be found no move at all. And the weice-of bij 
1 ata, md Hier ot ee 
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be heard no more at all in thet; and 0 crafijaes 
of whatſoever craft he be, ſhall be fouiid any mere 
in thee : and the ſound of a will. fone all be heard 
no more at all in thee ; and the light of @ candle 
Hall ſpine no more. at all in thee; and the voice of 
the bridegroom and of the bride ſhall be heard no more 
at all in thee. This is the very caſe of all wicked 
men; they have their pleaſure and delights _ 
earth, Go ye now, ye rich men, weep and howl for 
your miſeries that ſhall come upon you, ſaith James, 
chap. v. I. 5. Ye that have lived in pleaſure, and 
have been wanton, you have nouriſved your bearts 
as in @ day of flaughter., But when time ſhall be 
no longer, then there ſhall be an end of all their 
mirth and jollity;; then there ſhall be no more 
finging and rejoicing, no more feaſting and drink- 
ing, no more playing and ing, no more muſic 
nor dancing; all theſe 2 and fleſhiy delights 
ſhall then have an end and be no longer. hy 
V. lhe time of the goſpel ſhall be no longer; 
now we enjoy many a praying opportunity, many 
a ſermon-opportunity, many a ſabbath-opportunity, 
many a ſacrament opportunity, but at the end of. 
time all theſe opportunities ſhall be enjoyed. no 
more; then there ſhai: be no more preaching nor 
praying; no more ſabbaths nor ſacraments; no 
more goſpel opportunities and enjoy ments; no 
more promiſes of pardon and mercy to fianers ; 
no more offers of Chriſt and ſalvation ; all theſe 
goſpel-opportunities ſhall then ceaſe and be no 


VL, And Laftly. The time of God's patience 
and forbearance *ſhall be no longer. God hath re- 
dolved tha. his ſpirit vor not always ftriye with 
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man: And Faith God to his people Ifracl, Rom 
X. 21. All gay long I bave' ffretched forth my hun 
unto a d:ſobedient and gainſaying people. Now God 
ande day after day, ſabbatk after ſabbath, yen 
after year, proffering mercy to rebellious finners; 
now God waits long upon finners, even all the day 
long, that is, all the time of their viſitation, all ths 
time their day and ſeaſon of grace lafteth ; while 
_finners are wearying out his patience, and grieve 
ing of his ſpirit Now God calls, and calls aloud; 
both by mercy and judgment, both by his word and 
by his ſpirit, by loving expoſtulations, and earnell 
entreaties to finners, to turn and be ſaved, faying, 
Torn ye, turn ye; why will yt die ? : Why will ye wt 
be made clean? O when foall it once be? Now 


he entreats you to come and be reconciled to him, 


now he offers you grace and mercy, and entre 
you to accept it. 


But at laſt, when the day of grace ſhall be ſpent, 


and time at an end; then Chriſt's grace and mercy 
will be offered to ſinners no more; then God's pe 
tience and forbearance will be at an end; then bi 
irit will no more ftrive with men ; then they 
wall have no more calls from God to turn and 
ſaved, _— tenders of Chriſt and — 
more proffers of grace and merey; for 
de an or of . and forbearance, of hi 
calls and invitations : at the end of the world, all 
| W | 
ul! And thus for the firſt particular, I bat tine ſou 
' be #0 longer ? it is not time conſidered in itſelf, but 
the opportunities of time that ſhall ceaſe and be 
longer, - | | 


x 
8 
* 


ad whe. DE. 
II. My ſecond particular is to ſhew you when 
time ſhall be no longer, that is, at the end of che 
world ; at the great and dreadful day of judgment, - 
when the whole frame of nature ſhall be diſſolved, 

when the ſun ſhall be turned into darkneſs, and the 
moon into blood, and the ſtars (hall fail from hea- | 
yen, and when the power of heaven ſhall be ſhaken, 0 
and when Chriſt ſhall come in the clouds with - | 
power and great glory, to judge both the quick and 


the dead ; it is chen the angel ſwears by Him that 
hiwveth for ever and ever, that there ball be time ma | 
lnger. But as for every particular man, when once _ ii 
his ſeaſon of grace is ended, and when he comes to 
die, and to take his flight from time to eteraity, 
then with him time ſhall be no longer. 6 
III, The third thing confiderable is, the reaſon 
why time ſhall be no longer. Now there might 
be many reaſons added, but I will reduce them all 
into theſe three heads. 
ont 1. Time ſhall at laſt ceaſe and be no longer, that 
erey i there may be 2 total end of that which is the worſt 
of evils, which is fin, It is fin that grieves God's 
ſpirit, wearies his patience, and crucities afreſh con- 
tinually the Son of God, and puts him often 3 
ſhame. Therefore God will at laſt pat an end to 
time that he may at laſt eaſe himſelf of theſe great 
evils: God complains of wicked men, that he is 
preſſed with their wicked ways, even as 2, cart is 
preſſed with ſheaves. But, 4, ſaith the Soak, f 
will caſe me of my adverſaries, Ia. i. 25. God will 
at laſt put an end to time, that he might eaſe him- 
ſelf of this burthen; nay, the very ſaints themſelyes, 
they, with Lot, are often vexed, and grieved with 
the filthy communication * the wicked : Therefore 
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* fix'thoufand years, two thouſand before the law, 


veals no ſuch thing: the world may laſt fix thouſand] 


Hall be ſhortened, they ſay that much of their two 


days are not ſhortened, there would never be all 


As VV . 
they earneſtly pray that God would haſten the com. 
ing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that there might be 


an end of theſe finful days. Fs — 
„ 2. Time ſhall at laſt ceaſe and be no longer, ſo +. 


the ſake of God's ele&, and for the fulfilling of * 
thoſe promiſes which God hath made to iad 
Mark what our bleſſed Saviour ſaith to this pu 
poſe, Mar, xxiv. 22. Except thoſs days h, N 
forte ned, there ſhould no fleſh be ſaved : but for Mn 
ele, ſake thoſe days ſhall be ſhortened. Now them or 
de many that miſinterpret Chriſt's words in thigh.;. 
place: For, ſay they, the world was at firſt to lor 


two thouſand under the law, and two thouſand uns 
der the goſpel ; and from thoſe words of our. Sas 
viour Chriſt, That fir the elad's ſake thoſe day! 


thouſand years under Chriſt ſhall be cut off, and f6 
the time ſhortened : but who can tell this, that ſo 
long a time the world was to endure, and much ob 
that time ſhall be ſhortened ? The ſcripture re: 


years; the laſt day may come at the end of fix thou- 
ſand years, or it may come ſooner ; that none can 
tell, it may be nearer than we are aware of: For of 

| that day and that hour, knoweth no man © no, wt 
the angels of heaven, but my Father only, Mat. xiv. 
20- But you are to underſtand the meaning of om 
viour's words here, thus: Excepe thoſe days Pall 

be ſhortened; that is, except there comes an end df 
thoſe days, zo fleſh Hall be ſaved; but for thi 
elefts ſake, there ſhall come an end; for, if tho 


end, but the world would continue for ever: And 


% 


R 
il chere ſhould never be an end, then would 
oe be a day . - and if 288 be 


ſurrection; and if there never be a reſarrection, then 


for the bodies of the elect ſhould for ever lie rotteq in 
fl their grayes, and then indeed no fleſh can be ſaved, 
I 1ndced, at their death their ſpirits are ſaved; bat 
meg except thoſe days ſhall be ſhortened, or except there 
comes an end of time, no fleſh ſhall be ſaved. 


Therefore, for the eleR's ſake, there ſhall be an 
ere of time, wherein their bodies ſhall be raiſed out a 
thiol tbeir graves, and they ſhall then receive the fullneſa 


laid up for them in heaven. „ 
Thirdly, and laftly, Time ſhall at laſt ceaſe and 
be no longer, that there might be an accompliſh- 


nd of time, then wicked men ſhall nover þe 
brought to a reckoning for all their evil deeds, 
and conſequently they ſhall never come to their 
Full puniſhment. Therefore it is neceſſaty, that 
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day of judgment, then there would never be a re- 


of their reward, which God hath promiſed and 


ment of "God's threatnings to wicked men: Fog 
God hath foretold, Thar be quill bring every work + 
into judgment, whether it be good, or whether it & 
vil, Eccl. xii. 14. But if there never comes an 


here ſhould be at laſt an eud of theſe opportunities I 2 


* - 


and afflicted, to live in ſorrow and miſery ; and 
therefore God will certainly put an end to time, 
that he may put an end to the ſinful pleaſures of 
the wicked and the ſorrows of his children; and 
Puniſh the one in everlaſting torments in hell, and 
teward tlie other with everlaſting joys in heaven 
"Then they alſo that will not _ of mercy in 
Aimee, whilſt it is offered, when God called upa 
them, and intreated them to accept it, that th 
[ might at laſt, when time ſhall be no longer, and 
When the ſeaſon of mercy ſhall be paſt, be forced 
1 100 late to cry for mercy, when God will not 
|. Fegard them, RR 8 
Now for 'theſe and the like reaſons time at laf 
i Mall ceaſe. and be no longer; therefore, the an 
F uare by Him that liveth for ever and. ever, 1 | 


always ſuffer his deareft children to be perſecutet 
| 


there ſpall be time no longer. 
uE APPPLICATION. - 


[1 ſhall now go on by way of a lication,. and 
there are Senf. uſes that I ſhall raiſe from thente 


| As, ; A ; g | q- 
I. My firſt uſe ſhall be an uſe of inſtruction. | 
is ſo, that at the end of the world, time ſhall he no 
longer: Then from hence we may learn, tha 

when time is at an end, eternity will certainly be 
gin, both eternity of happinefs to the ſaints, aud 


eternity of : totments to the wicked. When one 


, thoſe opportunities of time are at an end, then ui 
follow an i 
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be will not always bear them, nor will he yet! 
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an infiuite duration of flo, that ſhall ne 


MEER i ET FIT 
have an end, Oh! how this will increaſe the Joys 
of the ſaints, when they are entered into their joy- 
fol place above, to think what a vaſt ocean of time 
is before- them, what infinite millions of millions 
of years they have to poſſeſs their joys in, and after 
ten thouſand millions of years, yet ſtill their joys . 
are but beginning, and are'as freſh to them as they 
were at their firſt entrarice into them: and, h! 
what a hell of hells will this be to the damned, 
when they come into that place of torments, to 
think what a-vaſt ocean of time is before them, 
io endure thoſe tormenrs in, what infinite millions 
of millions of years they have to lie burning in 
thoſe helliſh flames; and 'yet after ten hundred 
thouſand, thouſand millions of years, they ſhall be 
no nearer to an end; no, not one minute, nor one 
moment nearer to an end, than they were the firſt 
day they entered into them. Nay, they ſhall be ſo 
far from ending, that they will be ever but begin- 
ning! And, Oh! what a hell of hells will this be 
ko > A damned, to think upon this. Oh, eternity, 
eternity: Oh, vaſt eternity! what heart can con- 
ceive, what tongue can expreſs the duration of it ? 
If we count as many millions of years as there are 
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aud ftars in the ſky ; and then as many millions of 

we: years as there are blades of gra's and grains of coin 
dat is growing and has grown fince the crea- - 
dcin of the world; and then add to them as many 

e millions of years as there have been living rea- 
tha tures of all ſorts, from the beginniog of the world, 
7 be- and ſhall be to the end; and likewiſe add to them 


the number of the duſt of the earth, and the ſands 
ofthe ſea ſhore: Now to one's thinking, all theſe 
millions of mil ions of years will never be run out, 
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vet for all that, we are not come to an end, no, 
nar ta the beginning of eternity: Eternity is an 

3 ih durative, that ſhall never, never have an 
end. | | | 

II. My ſecond uſe ſhall be an uſe of reproof: 

It is ſa, that at the end of time this golden oppor. 
tunity of grace will be at an end, and time ſhall 

eaſe and be no longer; and after this ſmall ſcant 
ling of time, there follows an eternity either of 
Joy or torments. Then what ſhall we think af 
thoſe that ſquander away thoſe golden opportuni- 
ties, in doing that which is worſe than nothing} 
All che time that God is offering them Chriſt 
grace and mercy, and calling upon them to repent, 
3 . — of . offered, al ON bes 2 
in following their luſts, grieving his ſpirit, deſpifing 
his mercy, and abufing his — — way fag 

A great many among the poor ſort ſpend a great 
part of their precious time in drudging in the 
world, in taking pains, and in labouring to get 
little of the world's good; and it may be, as ſoon 

as they have got a little together, they die and leave 

it behind them: They can riſe early, work, cat 
drink, and fleep ; and that is all that they. can mind: 
they don't confider that they have an immortal 
ſoul to look after; that they have an eternity to 
provide for; they can ſpare no time for tliele things, 
which are of the greateſt concemmment. Agein, 
others there are, that have more time than the 

poor ſort ; yet, oh, how dreadful it is to confider, 

w their time is ſquandered and waſted away 

| Some ſpend much of their precious time. and day 
' af ſalvation, in drefling and decking themſelves ug 
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udy atti ide and wantonnels : 4 Ned Hi 
i eau time * 6 pode: lng, dend li and wu . 
ſeeching people, — Ny de 99 and ſpi 
pent and turn, and acgept of Chyiſt — mercy; 


rit, to 


„le offers them better, ſweeter ,50 more durabl a 
ff pleaſures, than theſe carthly de lights, if they wil 
* but hearken to his calls and return, þ Nay, th | 1 
of Wy bich is ſaddeſt of all to conſider, is, that the 1 5 
of W427 xrophaned, which is the moſt precious. eaſon 
i. WW 2]! l ihe week, a day to be kept holy to the Lord, 
4 in which we are not to think our own thoughts, 
k. Wor "ſpeak. our own worde but we oyld ſpepd the. 
ic Wy bole day 4254 the worſhip of God; in reading,. 
* praying, and godly conference, in ing and pre- 
ng paring ourſelyey for N | 
On that day , eſpecially, above all other ſeaſons, | 


od calls a earneſtly , intreats ſinners (both by 


ts iis word and ſpirig) to come in and cloſe with A "ih 
fen of mercy, and proffcrs to help them, if th | 
on ill but turn: And 15 though that da above al 

en oppartunity c grace, 


dthers is the moſt 
= many do — nander and, pet: it away, 
ad rate ; they 22 go to church, and lend 
heir cars a while to the word, and hs as ſoon as 
hey 'come out of church, they are diſpourſing 
bout their worldly affairs: Nay, i in many great fa- 


STe 


— lies, they waſte their precious time in a moſt ſad 
che nner: It would gric eve any godly and deyout 
er, hriftian, to behold how the Lord's day (as weil 
other ſeaſons) is waſted by many of them. They 


deed join together in going to church, to h 

he word a. and ſo far they do well i enough 5 
ut then afterwards, when they come home, t 

frarce any thing erer heard from em Concern. 


( 8 
ing the ſermon they heard, „ene mat- 
- ters of their ſouls, but the evening of the Lord 
day, as well as other times, filed up a greg 
part of it, with their vain and 18 diſcourſe 
in laughing and jeſting, in telling of ſtories, and 
what news they have heard that day. Oh! friends, 
what a happy thing it would be, if you would but 
on the Lord's day, and now and then at other times, 
when you are together, enter into ſuch ſerious dif. 
courſe as this, and ſtrive by your winning talk to 
help one another in the way to heaven; then you 
will ſpend } 2 time well indeed. But in reptov- 
ing 2 alſo reprove ee for 
I am — t I have enjoyed as man 
opportunities of _— as moſt of you ie; 1 
I bave waſted rhe =p part of them in vanity 
- arid foolery : The Lord give both ou and I, and 
all of us, to improve our time better. 
Oh! what a dreadful account ſhall we make #t 
hs reat 1 if we waſte our time thus, when 
all be called to a ſtrict account how we hau 
nt every hour of our time, what anſwer do we 
2 to make, when there ſhall be ſo many item 
tin: as, 
. For ſo much time ſpent in vain and un. 
profitable diſcourſe. 
Trem, For ſo much time ſpent in ſeating anl 
drinking. 
4 Item, For ſo much time waſted at cards and 
ice. 
Item, For ſo much time ſpent in pride my 
bition. 
Item, For ſo much time ſpent in idleneſs. 
"Bobs * For ſo . time "_ in bares 
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mination, in repenting, faſting, praying, and godly 
conference: Oh ! how hall we be - eat. m- 
{wer this before the great judge 

Now for pagans and heathens, who knew. not 
God, nor a future ſtate, for them to waſte their 
time in fleſhly luſts is not ſo mach. But ye that | 
live under the goſpel, under the. calls of God, un- 
der the ſtrivings of, his ſpirit, and under the offers 
of grace, in following our carnal delights, in deaf- 
ening our ears to his call, in grieving bis ſpirit, 
and abuſing his gracious offers of mercy, for us to 
do it, Oh I how ſad and dreadful will our doom 
be at laſt ! we above all others ſhall have the bot? 
teſt place in hell. Oh, it is a ſad conſideration for 
wicked men ro think of, that when they come to 
hell, then they will cry out, Oh, that I had ſpent 
my time better! Oh, that J had in time hearkened 
to the call of God, and obeyed the motions of 
his ſpicit ! Oh, the many days and nights that I 
bave ſpent in rioting and drinking! Oh, the many 
hours that I conſu;: ed in playing and gaming ! 
If 1 had but ſpent all the time in examining my 
heart and fe, in faſting and praying, and in repent-- 
ing, in weeping for my fins, in begging for pardon 
and mercy, for the Take of Chriſt, in-fſtriving to 
help others with me in the way to heaven, and in 
labouring to work out my own ſalvation. : 

If 1 had but thus ſpent my time, where might 
I now bave been! 1 ſhould never have been Here 
in this dreadfal place, but now 1 ſhould have been 
amongſt yonder ſaints, rejoicing and triuwphig 
with them in glory : Oh, that the time paſt coul 
but be called back again, and the years that I have 
io vainly ſpent! Oh, now that I could be admitted 
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they would take pity upon their poor ſouls, and 


in the world would not prevail with them. Al 


torments is before them, then they will wring rhei 


Ie mo danger, What is the reaſon then that you wil 


— 
1 


wa 


„ 


# 


duce more in the aſſembly of God's faints! O + 
that God would try me once more with the men 1 
of grace] (tho I lived on nothing but bread a 1 
water!) Oh, how I would condemn the world and} pe 
the vanities thereof! Oh; how ſtrictly, how bo 
and how purely would 1 live ! Oh, it would malt 

one's heart even to ach, to conſider What lameni kc 
able ovtcrjes theſe damned fodls then will make Ml © 
How often were they told, and told again, what ho 


| Would become of them, if they conſumed their pm n 


cious time in fleſhly luſts and pleaſures ? and yet I 19 


the warning in the world would not prevail: Nay, th 


If the meſſengers of God; and all their godly friend ®? 
and * r did fall on their knees to them 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt that died for them, that 


forſake their wicked courſes,' ahd ſeek for merty 
and pardon before it be too lare : But all the mean 


yet when the time is at an end, and the gate of 


hands and gnaſh their teeth, and cry out, Oh, th 
God would try me once more! Sure, if the worl 
did not bewitch people, certainly they would never 
do as they do. How often, ſaith Chriſt, WO n 
Have gethered you together, as a ben gathereth in 
chickens under ber wings, and ye would not... I hop 
you will donſider of theſe things in time, before i 
He too late. | | 7 
III. My third uſe ſhall be of expoſtulation. Be 

Joved friends, you ſee here how the angel Jevean 
Him that Jiveth for ever and ever, that time U 
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i tot be purſuadad to take hold of time, in ſeeking . 
wercy and reconciliation from God, before it be top | 
I Late? Oh! how lovingly God expoſtulates with his * Þ 
People, Jer. xiii. 27. Oh !. Feru/alem, bill 2 not Þ} 
" 22 „ „„ ..- +0 AM 
"Thus de Expoſtutites with every ftubborn rebel- |} 
Kous finner : Oh! finner, when wilt thou be made © 
Qlean ? why wilt thou not repent, and be reformed? - 
how long ſhall I ſtand offering thee Chriſt, pardon, 
and peace, and thou not accept of the offer? How. 
long ſhall I ſtand waiting for thy repentance, ant 
thou continueſt in thy impenitency, and wearieſt 
my patience, and wilt not turn? How long ſhall I 
ſtand ring thee mercy and pardon, and thou 
deſpiſeſt it? What is the reaſon that no means will 
work upon thee? How often have I ſought to allure . 
thee with mercies, and terfify thee with judgments ; 
and have given thee warning after warning, and yet 
nothirig will prevail ? 1s t e loſs of thy immorts\. 
foul, the loſs of heaven and everlaſting life, ſo ſmalk 
a matter with thee, that thou regardeſt it no more? 
nothing to lie amongſt devils in the lake of fire and 
brimſtone ? For my part, I defire not thy FENG 
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mifety, but had rather thou wouldeft in time a 

of mercy that thou mayeſt be ſaved : if I had had 
delight 1n thy damnation, thou had been in hell lon 
before this time: I had never ſtood waiting, upon 
thee ſo long as I have done, ſuffering thee to grieve 
my ſpirit, to tire my patieace, to turn my grace into. 
wantonneſs,' trample under foot the blood of my 
dear Son, that was ſhed to waſh away thy fins. If 
I had delighted in thy damnation, I had never called 
upon thee ſo often as I _ done, Ohl ſinner; da 
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I deſexve this uokind dealing at thy bands, that. th 
fil baſe why mercy and goodneſs? When wi 
thou return to me with a full reſplution to leave 
fits, atid-become a new creature, and accept of me 
cy offered? When ſhalt that time come? Oh! whe 
ſhall it once he? It is ſuch a time as would resis 
the angels to behold je. ,.& 
| And, friends, is it not a great deal better to. þ 
a joy to angels, than a laughing Rock to devi 
Oh! friends, if all theſe loving expoſfulations wi 
not prevail with you, I know not what will. 
IV. My foarth' uſe ſhall be an uſe of motive. 


| all thoſe expoſtulations will not prevail, I will þ 


down' ſerious conliderations to move you to a ti 
repentance ; and I will try what. they can do, v 
_ ther by them you will be ftirred up to the imptoys 
ment 2 your golden ſeaſon of grace, before it bez 
an end. | | 
r. Conſider, firſt, how precious your times i 
this world; it is far more precious than gold: fax 
all the gold, all the riches, and all the treaſure 
this world, cannot purchaſe one minute of time 
when it is gone and paſt. People don't know he 


precious their time is, until they come to the enl 


of it: and when once time is at an end, O that 
they know what the worth of it is. Now, ſinners 
inquire what they fall do to paſs away their. tim 
time is ſo plenty with them, that they know al 
what to do with it, though they have ſo many fink 
luſts to mortify, ſo many corruptions to ſubdue, 
many fins to repent of, Chrifl to get an intereſt i 

and their pardon to ſue out, and temptations 
ſtrive againſt; ſo much work to do for God a 

their own ſouls, and the ſouls of others, and yl 
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they know not how to ſpend their time. Ay, but 
when they once come ve opon their death bed, 
and fee nothing before them but an eternity of mi- 


quarter of a year of that time which they To 'vainly 
ſpent! Oh ! if people did but know the worth of 
time as much as they will do then, they would away 
with their cards and dice, and other paſtimes, and 
they would ſpend every minute of it to the beſt ad- 
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walte away _ precious time in fleſhly- luſts and 
pleaſures. It may be you think of — og 
after, when you come to lie upon your death bed; 
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ſides, it is a madueſs for any to think to dò that 
great work in an inſtzat of time. But ſuppoſing 


death, yet who knows how: long the ſeaſon of grace 
may continue ? Babel, ſaith the Apoſtle, now 7s the 


2 Cor. vi. 2. It is now that God calls, and offers 
you his ſpirit to aſſiſt and help you, and promiles to 
accept you, if you will hut come at his call, before 
he hath given you over to yourſelves. God, who 


7agant young man, who being often admoniſhed 
by. bus friends to Yepent and reform his 
ricked lite, preſumptuouſſy gave them this anſwer: 
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vantage they can, for their ſouis eternal welfare. 
2. Confider, how dangerous it is: to ſquander and 


but-who knows but that you may die ſuddenly, as 
many do, without the leaſt ſpace to repent ? and be- 


you ſhould have a'breathing ſpace at the day _ 
Med time; bebold now # the day of ſabvation 1 


affers you. grace to day, it may be will not offer it 
again to- morrow. I have read a ſad ſtory of an ex- / 


2 


ſery, Oh ! then they would give ten thouſand wotids 
they had them, but for ohe year. or butfor one - 


— 


hat if when he lay a dying, he did but ſay three 
vords of repentance, be ſhould do well :cogugh ; 


£2: oe „„ 2 3 
Theſe three words 1 ſappoſe were to be, Lord, how 
mrercy on me. But on acertaip.time, as he was riding 
over a narrow bridge, bis harſe ſlipt, and fell iq 
with him, and after ſtruggling a while, he was heard 
to ſpeak theſe three words, Devil tale all. Thelk 
were his three words of repentance ;- it is therefor 
exceeding dangerous to put off our great work uns! 
til timers at an end. . 
3. Conſider, that the ſeaſon and opportunity ei 
ace, is the greateſt mercy that we can enjoy 
It was ſuch a mercy as was never vouchſafed tau 
fallen angels: Thus God's mercies arg reveweduta 
vs very morning: And friends, if yoy ſquander 
aud trifle away ſuch golden opportunities as Got, 
bath! put into your hands, you trample under, feet 
one of the choiceſt of God's mercies ; and da vun 
think that God will bear this at your hands ? +; 
4. Conſider, that your accepted time and ſeaſa W* + 
of grace is continvally waſting whether you improv A 
it well or not: Time is continually paſſing aways 
and will not ſtay for you whilſt you are follawing 
your ſinful pleaſures, and wearying of God's p 
tience, but is continually haſtening away ; when 
once the ſun is up, it keeps its courſe, and neyes 
Ceaſes going on until it is gone down; when bye 
a candle is lighted, it keeps continually boramg 
until ir is done; when once a glaſs is turned, 
never ceaſes running until it is out; ſo ſoon as 
man is born, God doth immediately. put an oppo 
tunity of time into his hands, and then it paſſes aui 
keeps paſſing away, and never ceaſes running uni 
it is at an end; one day follows another, one 
bath follows another, and ſo time keeps running 
until at laſt it will ceaſe and be no longer.. 
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| . Conſider, bow dreadful your ſtate will be at | 
4 ul, if rime ſhould be gt an end before you have 
made yaur peace with God: If whilſt you are fin- 
9 your precious time, God ſhould clap a 
upon your fouls, add ſwear in his wrath that 
you ſhould never enter into his reſt; and fo. ſhat 
againſt you the door of mercy for ever. Oh! then 
it had been well for — you had never been 
born ! Then you may knock at the door of mercy 
too late, as the fooliſh virgins did, ſaying, Lord, 
open uur . But the Lord ſhall fend you away 
with this dreadful ſentence, I know ye nat ; depart 
from me ye workers of iniquity. This is the moſt 
dreadful place that is to be found in the goſpel; 
read and tremble at it; it is in Late xix. 41, 42. 
And when be was come near, fs beheld the city . 
wept over it, aying » | ' thou ba known, even th - 
| at Haff in a bY the things which belong unto 
thy peace ! but now they art lid from thine . 
Moſt fearful is the example of Francis Spira ; ſo 
dreadful it is, that it is enou zh to make the ſtouteſt | 
heart to ach, to hear the ſtory of it. This Francis 
Spira was a civil lawyer! he was brought. up and 
lived forty years and more in the Romiſh religion. 
About that time the ſun of the goſpel was riſen 
a Curope, and. this new doctrine he liked ſo well 
t he forſook his Romiſh principles, and embra- 
| the goſpel of Chriſt, and preached it firſt to | 
bus neighbours, and then in public meetings to the' - | 
yhole country; inſomuch that he converted many | 
rom the Romich principles to. the. doctrine | 
hriſt, and cauſed, them to embrace the goſ | 
nul at laſt he had brooght himſelf into great dan= | 
ger, in that he maſt by * againſt his Knowledge 
RE | 
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' to a foreign country, there to endure a*thoufand 
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and eohſcienee deny Chriſt, or elſe endure the e. 
tremeſt torments that maliee could infli& ; of elſe 
he:muſt forſake his houſe and land, his wiſe and 
children, yea, his own country, and betake himſdlf 


miſeries ; and he not knowing what courſe 49 
take, nor what to do, the Spirit of God came 9 
him, and encouraged him to ſtand faſt in the faith 
of Chriſt, telling him he ſhould not ſet his hands 
writing to the legate; that Chriſt was able to defend 
him, and that though he did go to-prifon, and 16 
death, yet the eternal reward remains for him iu 
heaven; yet this miſerable man, conſulting alſs. Ml *« 
with fleſh and blood, went and. fer his hand W 
the legate, and ſo in part denied Chriſt ; and then 
he was fain- alſo to promiſe to ſeal it in his own il ** 
country; and as he was going. the Spirit of Gai 


met with: him the ſecond time, and he thong in 

he heard a voice ſaying unto him, Spira 1 balk bu 
chor, unhappy man, given thy handwriting tothe W wa 

«© legate? Tet ſee thou ſeal. it not in thine own wi 

1 © country. Doſt thou think eternal life is ſo me ha 
„ a ching, as to prefer this preſent life before nil 
<<-Remember, man, that the ſufferings of · this pre. th 
«ſent life are incomparative to the glory that ini co 

1 be revealed. If thou ſuffereſt with Chriſt, thos f at. 

4 ſhalt alſo reign. with him. Thou canſt not fl! 

* {wer for what thou haſt arleady done; never 

« theleſs the gate of mercy is not quite ſhut: GI tir 

«*« heap vot fin upon fin, left thou repenteſt-when! cb 

«« be too late.” Now was Spira in a wilderneſs , da 
doubt, not knowing whither to go, nor what to'dofill << 
nat laſt ke went and aſked counſel of bis frieudd cc, 
ene e 142026 39 BoB 20:36) 79 
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about it, and they, without any conſderation, 
perſuadec him, that by no means he ſhould bring 
himſelf and them into any danger, but that be 
— 7 to the legate, and 2 v be had 
promi 

"Then in the morniog he def wh and 
enters the congregation, — 1— 0p, md 
he recites the -abjuration, word for word ab it 18 
written. This done, he was immediately fined / 
thirty pieces of gold, and then reſtored to his goods; 
wife, and children; but ao {ſooner was he departed, 
than he beard a: direful vaice ſaying unto him, 
Thou wicked wretch! thou haſt denied me! 

«« thou haſt broken thy vow! Hence, apoſtate? 
6c Neve with thee thy ſentence of eternal —_— 
tian! N 

Immediately Spira, wenbling and i fell 
into a ſwoon : Help was at hand for the body, 
but never could he find any eaſe in his mind, but | 
was continually tormented with the ſenſe of God's | 
wrath, and was captivated - pag the revenging 
hand of God. 

Then his friends began to agent; too late, of 
their raſh counſel. When he related to thoſe that 
come to ſee him all the paſſages that had happened, 
it made them all to weep and tremble. *© As; ſoon | 
© asſentence of Chrift' was paſſed againſt me, I 
knew that I was utterly undone !”? He felt a con · 
tinua: torment of his mind, and a continual but- 
chery of his conſcience, that he proteſted, the 
damned which are in hell feel not the like miſery : 
« ] feel, ſaith he, that God more and more har- 
dens me: I am one of thoſe reprobates that God 
« 5 to de ſaved:”” And fo continuing 
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in this fate for fix weeks more, he then at laſt 
ended this life in a miſerable condition. -- 

I aflure you this is the dreadfulleſt example that 
I ever read of. in my whole life : the Lord grant 
that none of us all may ever come to this. 

6. And ery he conſider what a happy condition 

you are yet in, — may enjoy your golden fea- 
on of grace, that hath not yet done calling, 


that his ſpirit has not yet done ſtriving, chat bus 
patience has not yet done waiting. 


O how lovingly did the ſpirit call ai branch 
Spara the ſecond time, after be had ſet his hand- 
writing to the legate, and told him that yet the ga 2 


of mercy was not quite ſhut! O heap not fin 
ſin; left thou repenteſt when it will be too 
What l was not the gate of mercy quite ſhut? O e 
What a comfortable word was that! As far as be I el. 
bad gone in renouncing his profeſſion, and denyiny Gif 
of Chriſt, yet it was not too late, yet there was WY! 
in ſtore for him ; and if he had but then bel 
obeyed the ſpirit, and not gone any farther, bu“ 
3 of what he had already done, O what 1 
bappy man he had been for ever! zh con 
And laftly, I ſhall conclude with a few words ; 
of exhortation ; ; I hallex:ort you in the w—_ - de: 
the apolile, redeeming the time. becauſe the 
evil. It is ſo that at laſt he ſhall be no er. 
Then let me e xhort you now wiſely to redeem y bu 
time, your accepted time, beſore it be gone. My” 
the time paſt ſuffice, wherein aus bave wrought the 
quill of the Gemiles, 1 Pet. iv. 3. In. 
Beloved friends, you have waſted enough and * 
much of your time, in the pleaſures of the ſleſn, and 
in 2 of the devil. Ohl be — 
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the Lord's ſake, and for your ſoul's ſake, to ſpend 
the remainder of your time in the ſervice of God, th 
working opt your own N whatever ye are 
about, and whereſoever ye are, ' whether alone or 
in company, yet ſtill be redeeming of your time: 
When you are alone, then let your time be fedeeme 
ed by — ty by e ejaculation and prayers, 
by meditations and contemplations ; 'and hes Joe 
are among company, though it be about the works 
of your calling, O then be careful to improve your 
tine well ; inſtruct them that you ſee are ignorant, 
reprove them that are finfu};/ ſpend your time when 
you be together, in diſcourſing' to one another of _ 
the end why you were born, of your miſerable eſtate 
by nature, of the ſufferings of Chriſt for your fins, 
of the ſhortneſs of your time, and of your future 
eſtate. in another world. Let theſe and ſuch like 
diſcourſes fill up your time. Oh! labour with all 
your might to win the ſouls of one another, and to 
help one another in the way to heaven daily, while 
i is called to day: O what a happy work 7 would 
perform, if by your teaſonable Nicourle you ound 
convert a foul ts God. 7 
To conclude ; Be exhorted to ſpend the 9 
der of your time in praying, repenting of your fins, 
and working ont your ſalvation ; and then at la; 
when time ſhall ceaſe and be no longer, you "ſha 
be received into an eternity of joy and jelbcity; there 


Confider <vbat bath been faid, and the r give 
Dees ms a * 


to live and reign for ever. ng | 


dn of purer eyes than p behold che leaſt Gu wich 
f veſt unto the dreadful coming of the great day, I my 


nd ſtill waiteſt for my repentance ; yet .netther 
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A Confefponand Prayer for à peniteiit 
Sinner, on this Subject or Di 
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MOST. gracious, glonious, and eternal Lond 
God; who art the Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, h ürſt and the laf, thou 
min God from everlaſting, and thy years hall han 
vo end ; hav ert righticess ie all thy works z thas 
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Lead. then $48 mne colt fe 
Guned, thou didſt caſt them 
of heaven, and reſerved}. them in chains. of dam. 


without affording them the leaſt opportunity ' ob W ma 
ſecking peace and reconciliation with thee: > Bis If be: 
* thou baſt ſpared me from one ſabbath to another, 


mercies nor judgments could work any good efigits 
apan me., I made many fair promiſes to lead a 
new life, if it ſhould pleaſe thee ta reſtore me one 
more to my for mer health, and then thou in mer 
didſt try me, as it were, with another life. Bet 
then, miſerable wretch thar I am, IL returned n 
my old courſe of life, ſoon forgetting the promile 
which I had made in my fickne(s: Tea, all the day 
long thou haſt firetched out thy hand unte me. Bag 
O miſerable wretch that I am, I have continued i 
my rebellion againſt thee, quenching and-grieving 
thy holy ſpirit, which would have ſealed me un- 
the day of redemption, wearying thy patience, and 
abuſing thy goodneſs and mercy, and turning thy 


grace into wantonneſs, 


1 | 
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O Lord, what a wonder it is that ſuch a etch 
as Jam is not i hell: that ſtill thou ſpareſt me, and 
expecteſt my repentance; that there is hot, that 
the gate of mercy is not quite ſhut againſt me: 
ſince if thou hauſt took any delight in my damjia= 
tion. thou couldſt never have borne ſo much at 
my bands as thou haſt done: but ſeeing, O Lord, 
thou haſt ſpared me fo long, and ſtill” con tĩaued 
to me the ſeaſon and means of grade, O Lord, I 
will nevet more ſpetd my time as | have done, in 
following the pleaſures of the fteſh, and grieving 
thy holy ſpirit ; and I do purpoſe and reſolve, thre? 


th _ me, to n myſelf to thy hol 
— ill, and N. remainder o 
my time in obedience to thy holy law and com- 
mand ments; and to this end, O Lord, I. hambly 
due I beſeech thee to grant me the aſſiſtance of thy holy 
er, ff ſpirit, for of myſelf I can do nothing ; and let this 
ber I thy ſpirit modify my hard and obdurate heart, chat 
may with heavy ſorrow bewail my loſt and miſ- 
d « WM ſpent time, and that I may double my diligence for 
——__epaoess ..:.-... ̃ ⁰wU˖öN Þ- | 
O Lord, though I have long continued in my re- 
bellion againſt thee, yet, O Lord, I beſeech thee, 
caſt me not now off at length, a miſerable ſinner, 
who returns unto thee with an humble, penitent 
heart. Take not away from me thy holy ſpirit, 
though it hath long and often been grieved by me: 
ſay — * now — is too late. — 4: — not 
gainſt me the gate of mercy, let not m in 
for whom Chef died; way if It wb » will That 3 
periſh, Lord, I have caſt down myſelf at the feet of 
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Lord, give me grace to ſpend my time in falk- 
ing, pray ing, repenting, and labouring to work out 
my ſalvation; ſo that at the laſt, when time ſhall 
ceaſe and be no longer, I may enter into an eter. 
nity. of joy and felicity. Theſe, and other mereies 
which thou knoweſt to be needfol for me, 1 bum. 
bly beg at thy hand, in that form of prayer, Which | 
Chriſt himſelf hath taugtit me, ſaying 
Or Faber which art in byaven,. GM. 
If ye know theſe things, bleſſed and 'ars"] 
vou, if you thos redeem now yqur accepted tins! 
and ſcaſon of grace; which, that we may all dd. 

Pope grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the let 
God the. Father, and the ſweet comfortable fellows 
ſhip of God the Holy Ghoſt, be with ur, and run 
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Joſhua's Reſolution to ſerve the 
af hates Lord. — 


_. Josnvua xxiv. 15. 


122 are the words of Joſhua to the tribe 
1 of Iſrael: For having in this chapter declaret 
unto them the many benefits which God of his mec 
cy had beſtowed on them; as particularly in ws 
13. in that he bad given them a land they laboureh 

not for, and cities which they built not, and vin 


rns 
and olive yards to eat of, which they planted 
— kara un laid before 2 God's 
benefits, he in ver. 14. exhorts them to offer unto 
God a thankfol and obedient. heart for thoſe bene - 
fits, which he had beſtowed upon. them: Now, 
therefore fear toe Lord, and ſerve him in ſincerity 
and in truth : and put away the gods which your 
fathers ſarved en the other fids of | the flood, am ia 
Epypt ; and ſerue ye the Lord. And fol; fall im- 
mediately upon the words of the text, wherein we 
have theſe. two conſiderable things. 
_ Firſt, The freedom which Joſhua ſeems to give 
the tribes of Iſrael, in caſe they refuſe to ſerve the 
Lord, that they will chooſe who they ſhall ſerve. ' 
_ Secondly, His reſolution concerning himſelf and 
his family: 4s for me and my. houſe, we will ſerve 
the Lord. | | 5 
Now in this ſmall treatiſe, I ſhall join theſe two 
together in this obſervation : 'That is, however the 
men of this world live, whatever they do, what 
ways ſoever they follow, a child of God is fully 
bent and reſolved to cleave to the Lord, and to take 
care that his family, and all under his. charge, 
walk in the ways of holineſs and piety. Es 
Now for further handling of cls Labjegt, I ſhall 
proceed after this manner. | | 5 
Firft, I ſhall ſhew what the reſolution of a 
Chriſtian is. | | 
Secondly, The reaſon of this reſolution. And, | 
Laſtly, The application. PER 
I, To ſhew what the reſolution of a Chriſtian is. | 
1. It is a full and firm reſolution. 2. It is a preſent 
reſolution, 3. It is a ſettled and deliberate reſo- | 


r 


lation. _ 


* 


Py walls. 2. 
Fir, . of a Chriſtian, is a f 
and firm feſotution; the mei of this world 'narth 
rally chooſe ſin, deach, ahd hell; they choofe death 
and damnation before life and fatvation ; they fe- 
ſolately run on in the ways of luxury, watitonnefs, 
drinking, gaming, and all mannerof lewd and lodfe 


1 —— and though they are told and told agafh, 
oth by the meſſengers of God's word, and their, 
godly friends, whither theſe ungodly ways will} 


lead them; yet they will run on ſtill, and take thei 
own courſe,, as if they were in love with their owt 
ruin and deſtruction. But, a true Chriſtian, after 
his reproof and admonition, when he finds that 
they will not be reclaimed,” he, as it were, bids 
them take their courſe, and chooſe whom they will 
ſerve, as Joſtioa'did the people of Iſrael : But for 
his part, he reſolved, with full bent and purpoſes 
heart, to give himſelf up to the Lord, and choc 
him for his portion, and to give up himſelf, foul 
and body, as an inſtrument in his ſervice, _ 

No the reſolution of a Chriſtian is not a. ſick; 
bed promiſe, but a full bent and purpoſe of hean 
to lead a new life, 'There are many that fairly 
reſolve ; we reſolve, but every weak promiſe is nd 
a full reſolution Alas! how nfany are there, who 
under a ſharp fit of ſickneſs, -or under ſome judgs 
ment ready to befal them, will promiſe what fay 


48 1 new creatures they will become, what new live 


they will lead, how holy and how purely they wil 
live ; but if it pleaſes God to ſpare them, and give 
them a time of reFpite, then how ſoon are theſe 
vows and promiſes forgot! Thus the children a 
Ifrael how fairly did they promiſe, Deut. v. 2Þ 
All that the Lord ſhall ſpeak wwe will bear al 


- © 


. ” A 
is a ful 


bis eternal inclinations $0 be overcome by the 
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h. Bux thapgb they bad à tongue to promiſe, 
yet they had no hearts. to perform: as 'you may 
ſee, ver. 29. O that there was ſuch an brart i 
them, that they would fear me, and keep my" com- 
mandments, that it may be well: with them. But a6 
for a ſincere aud returning ſinner, be not only pro- 
miſes, but he reſolves to yield op himſelf, body and 
ſoul to be the Lord's; yea, the whole frame of his 
eart is bent that way. As an unconverted wick 
ed ſinner goes on in fin, with a full purpoſe of 
heart; even ſo a returning ſinner, who is comin 
to Jeſus Chriſt, ſerves him with a full-purpoſe a 
reſolution. of heart. And as a reſolute finner nei- 
ther minds mercies nor judgments, reproofs' nor 
admonitions, nc ithe 2 nor entreating by 
minifiers or friends will ſtop bim in his fanful courſe; ].. 
ſo, on the other fide, a returning finner, that is re 
ſalveg for Chriſt and. bolineſs, will not be drawn 
back, neither by-promiſes nor threatnings, neither 
by frowns nor-flatteries: Let his finful compani- 
ons entice him by ever ſo many arguments, he will Ji 
pot conſent, but he is fully bent aud reſolved for Ii 
heaven and happineſs; whatever it coſt him 3 arid | 
therefore, ſeeing the weaknefs of his own fleſh, and 


&aſt temptations, therefore he applies to the throne 

of grace, and there he pours out earneſt prayers 

and ſupplications for the aſſiſtance of divine grace, 

to ſtrengthen him in the inner man: he dare not 

truſt ro, his own ſtrength, he \conſfiders how ſoon 

heter was overcame, notwithſtznding bis reſolution 

to ſtand, ſaying, I ould dir with thee, I avril net 

deny thee; and yet becauſe he was too confident 

of his own ſtrength, it ꝓleaſed God, for his trial, 
Fo a 


ad 


i 
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forſwore his Lord and-Saviour! he began to curſe 
: and-ſwear abat he knew bim nor. Now, I ſay, a 1& 
durning ſinner, conſidering this, dares not reſolve in 
his own ſtrength, but labours and endeavours, "by 


the uſe of all means, to get ſtrength from heaves; | 


and in the ſtrength of Chriſt he ſtrĩves and labour 
to gp on towards the heavenly mark” he Aims atz 
the reſts not in any certain attainments, but truly 
reſolves, by the help of divine grace, towards tie 
mortiſ cation of the whale body of fin, and for the 
attainment of grace and. holineſs unto perfection. 
And after be has done his beſt, yet ſtill he feel 
luſt to be ſtrong in him, and grace weak, therefore 
he is more and more outrageous againſt his natu- 
ral inclinations, and his carneſt-defire and endea- 
vours are to be more and more humble, more pa 
tient, more meek, more holy, and more h Ys 
let the-devil tempt him with riches, honour, long 
life, and all earthly happineſs, on condition that he 
turns back again into the ways of fin, yet he will 
not yield, but he reſiſts him with all his might and 
ſtrength; nay, though all the powers of bell uſe 
their utmoſtendeavours to draw them back, though 


the fleſhentice, and the wicked world qſe all means 


to diſcouraze him, yet in ſpiteof them all, he is re 


ſolved to go on in his holy tourſe; for neahe 


death, nor height, nor depth, nor any creature, is all 
to. ſeparate him from the love of God, which is i 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. viti. 38, 


+ 
Thus a ſincere returning finger 1s Folly bent and 
reſolved to give himſelf up, body and ſoul, to thi 


Lord: and the whole frame and bent of his heart] 
- Þs towards grace and holineſs, _- *2 £4 


Nr 


— 
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This is the firſt thing conſiderable, that a Chriſ- 

tian reſolution is a Tall reſotueion” + oo 
Secondly, It is preſent reſolution, he is not for 


\ 


putting it off from one time to another, as if he did 


not care whether it was done or no. Even ſa 
Chriſtian, that is fully bent and refolved after grace 
and h6lineſs, longs and defires for the attainment 
of his holy ends, the whole frame of his heart is 
ſet that way; and therefore be preſently ſets a out 
the work without delay. Indeed à hypocrite has 
many parpoſes and reſolutions ta repent, and be- 
come a new creature: but be delays and puts off 


From one time to another, * for the pre- 


ſent to part with ſweet fin, with his beloved luſt, 
which ſhews that his reſolution is not a firm and 


ſettled reſolution, his porpbtes are unſound and 
bypocnitical. 3 6 


4 
There was one (ſee Lale id 61.) who made a 
kind of reſolution to follow Chriſt ; but his reſolu- 
tion was not for the preſent, he begged liberty to 
go once more unto his finfu] companions, and take 
dis leave of them. Lord, ſaith he, 7 will folloay 
Thee ; but let me firſt go and bid them fartxell which 
are at home at my houſe. © © Se? 
This ſhews, that his purpoſe and reſalutibn was 
not ſincere; he made a kind of reſolution to follow 


Chriſt, but here lies the cafe, there was not a 


thorough change wrought in him, he had not root - 
ed dut his, beloved fin ; the frame and bent of his 
heart was more towatds the following of bis Juſt, 
than it was to follow Chriſt: "Therefore in ſetting 
bis hands to Chriſt, and yet 106king back with 


pleaſtreand | 2 is old fintul courſe of 
life, he was not 


t for the kingdom df heaven; as 
13 ; 8 


102) 
ber Saviour tells bim, ver. 62. No man Bauiag p 
bit hand tothe plongb, and looking back, is fe for the 
kingdom of Cod. 

reated ang 


Thus a wicked man, when he i is 
perſuaded by a migiſter of God's r or by an 


of his god! . relations, to repent and forſake hb | 


evil practiſes, and to legd a new life, he perhaps 

under theſe Brag gi cs T5 fair promiſes, 

and has ſome purpoſes and reſolutiqns to re 

and become a new. creature, and yet notwi 

ing theſe pprpoſes and reſolutions, he has many 

| Lays and puts off, becauſe his heart => 

wedded to his luſt. The drunkard 1 

he, will return and follow Chriſt ; but he 

Jeave to go once more to the alchouſe, and 1 

leave of his drunk companions, and take one 
merry cup more 1. them, and then he will come 

2 on Chriſt z he hath friends at home in his 

houſe, and he mel] 6; go and take his leave of 


| them, and make one merry meeting among them, | 
and enjoy a little more of their Jovial company, 


then he will follow Chriſt. The cpverous mulſ 
have leave firſt to purſue a little more after 
world's goods, and then he will follow Chriſt. The 


voluptuqus maſt have leave firſt to partake of a lit. 


tle more of the ſweet ſin, he muſt enjoy a litt] 
more of the beloved pleaſure, he muſt down wi 

one ſweet morſel more, and then he will follow 
Chriſt. 

| Thus fin is ſo ſweet unto a . man, the 


world and the fleſh is ſo bewitching, that notwitle 


ſtanding a finner's fair promiſes and purpoſes $9 


repent, * turn to God, 7 ele hs bind] 


b. 


ſettle 


* 


* 
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of putting any thing into practice, bu 
nates and puts off from one time to 4 zer, — 


any thing in order to his eternal ſalyation. 

Bur a 2brittian that is fully and firmly reſolyed 
to *** himtelf to the Lord and his ſervice, ſo 
that the whole frame of his heart i is bent that way; 
he, ſo far from delaying and putting off from one 
time to another, that he is ever geftleſs, and can 
find no contentment in any thing he enjoys, u 
he has got an intereſt in CAR, uncl . ot 


think"that he ſhould he ſo wild and fooliſh, and to 
waſte ſo much of his precious time as he has done 


good neſs, and grieving his ſpirit, in that he has 
made a good an Y gracious God * upon him ſo 
many years, whilt he continued to run on in a 
courſe — againſt him. And therefore now 


him, from this time , to bid an everlaſtiijig 
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to contipue no longer in the ſinful courſe of life ; 
he is ready to-cry out with St. Augiſtine, How 
long ſhall 1 ſay to-morrow, to-morrow ? Why ſhall 
not bis be the day of my converſion? He there- 
fore without delay ſets, about the work of conver- 
fon ; he now begins to done, and ſtrive to work 
out his ſalvation, = 

Thus a Chriſtian' 8 rellen is a pr; ſent reſo 
ution, - 

' Thirdly and laftly A Chriſtian? s reſo] n is 
{ettled and La reſoluti tion. 5 bh ths 


% . 


til, perhaps, time is at an end, before he has done 1 


ſome affurance of the. love of God and the pardon · 
Uf his ſin: it Eon him to the very heart, to 


in the fleſhly luſts, in abuſing God's mercy and 


he reſolves, through the grace of God alliſting | 
farewell ko his beloved fin; he now fully reſolves * 


\ 


#4 | 
| | ( 104 J WS 
He doth not, as many do, take vp a ſudden and 
inconfiderate reſolution to follow Chrift but he 
diligently confiders, _ „ 
Ss 1. What it may eoſt him to be a thorough Chrif be ; 
tian; the' death of his beloved fin, he knows M (4. j 
| muſt coſt him; he Kiiows he muſt part with even joſe. 
fin, his moſt fleſh-pleafing- fin, for Chriſt, or e © h 
he can be no Chriſtian ; ànd he conſiders that 1 pr 
may coſt him the laſs of his credit and good name 
the loſs of liberty, nay, the loſs of life itſelf. 1 
| No a penitent finner conſiders diligently of al 
 * theſe things before he enters upon his Chriſtian 
coarſe, left, after he is gone far with Chriſt, per- 
| ſecution comes, and he apoſtatize and fall away, 
| and fo his latter end be-worſe than his beginning 
10 Which of you, ſaith our Saviour, intenderh to build 
a tower, futeth not down firſt, and counteth th 
coft, whether he have ſufficient to finiſs it, le b 


: 


þ 
| 
| 


15 their intereit lay with the intereſt of Chriſt reſs| 
tereſt is croſſed, then they have apoſtatized and fe Jela 


when Chriſt had left him unto hamſelf, notwithi 
ſtanding his ſtrong reſolution : Saying, JF all foal 

ny they; yet vill not J. Therefore, he dares 
to purpoſe and reſolve in his own ſtrength: for 
knows himſelt to be very weak, and cannot mol 


| 


9 
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one ſtep towards heaven without divine afliftance 
then he is day and yight in earneſt prayers to Go 
for ſtrength. from heaven, anda in the ftrength af 
Chriſt he is reſolved to run all hazards with him; 
he is reſolved to venture all for him ; to ventu 
me loſs of a name, the loſs of liberty, and the 
[88 loſs of ſiſe itfelf: as he expects to reipn with 8 
b he reſolves to chooſe him with all his offices, as 
V8 2 prophet to inſtruct him, as a Saviour to ſave Was 
1" from fin, as well as from puniſhment: he is reſolv- 
ed to cut df his right-hand fins, and pluck out his 
EY right eye fins; he is reſalved to ſpare no fin, but 
so tze againſt it, to watch againſt it, and fight 
[ 
[ 


2M 2gainft it with all his might; be is reſolved to fol- 
WY low Chriſt through all difficulties and dangers, thro? 
F ſofferings aud perſecutions, chro' life And death, 
entil he comes to reign with Chriſt in glory. 
be Thus have I flone with the firſt thin Gager. ble, - 
Wl what the Yefolution of a Chriſtian is; 1 muſt be 
very brief in wharfollows.  _ Su 
II. The reaſon of the neceffiy of his reſolution, 
Now for a Chriſtian to make a ſettled aud firm ve 
ſolution is very necefſary, Ee 
1. Becanſe that until a man ſets à frm and. full 
reſolution to turn to God, he is in a ready way 
to fall by.every tem ptation: he is apt to put off a 
delay his repentance from time to time, he is ſtill 
liable to give himſelf more and Soho to all 
kind of wickedneſs, to let the bridle leoſe to all 
luſt ; nay; until a man comes into'a full and ſettled 
reſolution, he lies in the ready road to open pro- 
Phaueneſs, and to the neglect of God, and hol 
duties. But when a man comes to à reſolved boin?, 
when the whole frame and bent of his heart is fer 
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NETCESSS.. 
not be reformed, let them take their courſe : i 
ey re I YO l doll and ee Bax 
they » tut Headlong thither, let them take their, 
„ . 
But, my dear friends, into whoſe hands this little 
book thatl come, do you reſolve to give yourſely : 
up to the Lord, and his ſervice, If others will be 
for hell, do you reſolve to be for heaven. What- 
ever it colt you, reſolve to cleave cloſe to the Lord, 
in oppoſition to the malice of the devil, the entice- 
ments of the fleſh, and the temptations of this 
wicked world, If wicked den Noni entice and 
ſeek to draw you into fin with them, do not yield. 
but rather anſwer them as Joſeph did his miſtzeſs 
How can 1 ds this great wvickedueſis, aud fin againſt 
God? Gen. xxxix. g. If at any time any of your 
old ſinfal campaniogs do entice, perſuade, and in- 
treat you to go with them to drinking, gaming, or 
any other vile exerciſes, reſolve with yourſelves ne- 
ver to yield to any of their perſuading arguments; 
labour to obey the counſel of Solomon: My fon, if 


fenners entice thee, conſent thou not. „ 
Reſolve to take Chriſt in all his offices, in all his 

inconveniences; reſolve to run all hazards with him. 

Be exhorted now, without dla „to bid an ever- 


forth make a firm covenant with thy body and ſoul 

s be his, ſaying, Lord, 1do here lament, and am 
heartily grieved that I have ſpent ſo much. of my 
time in rebellion againſt thee, and in chooſing the 
ways'of fin ; but I do here, from this time forward, 
firmly reſolve to bid an utter defiance to all fin, and, 
through thy grace enabling me; now do covenant 


laſting farewel to all your fins; and from hence. 


Md RE — 
with thee to be thine, and to forſake all that isnexr 
and dear unto me in this world, for thy ſake : I amy 
reſolved never more to yield myfelf a ſervant to figi 
and Satan, but; to. watch againſt all. temptations, 
whether of proſperity or adverſity ; and I do reſolve! 
to take thee for my portion and happineſs, promil i 
ing and vowing to ſerve thee in holineſs and righsl 
teouſneſs all the days of my life; and 1 do here! 
fully reſolve to chaſe Feſus Chriſt as the way to, the 
Father, and to take my lot with, and to run all 
hazards with him, jeſting vpon-.him alone, in his 
JJ ͤT—᷑— 
| Secondly, Reſolve not only to give up yourſelves 
to the Lord, but reſolve to uſe your utmoſt ende 
vours, that all under your charge may likewiſe! 
ſerve the Lord: Joſhua here did not only — 
to ſerve the Lord himſelf ; but he reſolved. both hi 
and his ſhould ſerve the Lord, 0 
For my part, I have been in many families, but 
I never met but with here and there one, when 
the worſhip of God, and religious exerciſes hays 
been ſet among them. I may ſpeak it with ſhame 
enough ;-for they never regarded what. became of 
their immortal fouls... PR. 
Truly, friends, I am apt to think, that chere be. 
ing ſuch a multitudeof prophane, irreligious fam} 
lies among us in England, is a-forerunner of ſome 
ſad judgment approaching: For if:the ſcripture | 
the true word of God, fo indeed we muſt expel 
ſome ſad calamity to befal us ere long, if-there bt 
not a ſpeedy reformation in houfes and families 
See what a threatning there lies in the word M 
God againſt ſuch, Jer. x. 25. Pour out. thy ug 


Fd 


ä {109 2 58 e e 
1 \, q ,4 8 . aber i Fe "i — 
— — 
4 9 all-i ” 


— — 3 
will ſoon der a8  peaceitb! Popes dre a 0 


happy 22 8 ww x A 
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bouſtolders, if over you deßre your own-good;;and_ | 
ab vont . families arid un „ 
and the gond of this nation, be enttested m²§Ʒrnß ms 
hear the word of exhortgtion; be exhorted now, 'no ©. 
. 3 
your fa ut as your ſer vants 
and chi a God, repore them, _ N 


when you. be 88 ignorant; inſtr 

Let me counſel 2 W at — Hs 
portunities, to catechiſe your children and — 93 4 
at leaſt once every , and inſzugt tem in the "2M 
principles of oo ep Every Lord's-dey,, in the {| 
morning, call chem up earlier than you doog other ' 
days; and hone they hve e 
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